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War The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health, 


0 mg. nicotine av, 
per cigarette, FIC Report Aug. ‘7 


3 7 Vicente keeps. 

The meshod fx sclherie flavor is 
as simple as it is smart. 

Instead of using stronger tobacco, 
Viceroy uses more tobacco and a lower 
‘tar’ blend than Winston or Marlboro. 

The result is a mild, fully packed 
cigarette with an extra satisfying taste. 

And, yes, lower ‘tar’ than Winston 
or Marlboro. 


Fabulous New Oil Gun! 


Saves Time - 


Saves Money - Saves Temper 


Now—add or change engine oil with absolutely no mess, spill or waste. 
New No-Work Oil Gun opens and dispenses oil in one quick pull of the trigger. 


“At last—the perfect oil 


change spout,’ 
says POPULAR MECHANICS. 


TRIG-A-FLOW 


All-purpose oil dispenser (combination funnel 


and punch) For Cars + Trucks + Boats « Motorcycles 


» Lawn Mowers 
There's no place too difficult for Trig-A-Flow. 


Now, buy and add—even change—your own oil | 


without fear of messy drip and spill. Just one 
simple pull of the trigger solves all! 


A quick, effortless release of oil 100% into your 


crankcase—nowhere else! Made of finest, 
tempered-quality rust-proof steel. Will last a 
lifetime! 


OVER 600,000 UNITS SOLD 


Trig-A-Flow is used by thousands of professional mechanics—by service stations, new car 
dealers, independent repair garages, and major auto service centers. Only $2.99 plus 


shipping and handling charges. 


ACT NOW! 


Don’t be caught without Trig-a-Flow 
ever again. For “Impossible to Reach” 
and small gauge openings, use Flex-x- 
tension and tip available with model 
oil dispenser. Only $3.99, plus 
shipping and handling charge. 


“<@ WHAT OTHERS 
~’ SAY ABOUT 
TRIG-A-FLOW 


“A Super new invention—Just terrific” 
J.W.., Akron, Ohio 

“Much easier to work with” 
MAO., Canaan, Ct. 

“The best thing on the market” 
CALH., St. Louis, Mo. 

“Makes the old way obsolete’ 
JILR., Tucson, Ariz. 

“Can't believe how well 
Trig-A-Flow works” 


RB.C,, Springfield, Mass. 

“Simple to use. Handy as all-get-out. 
Glad I bought it.” 

D.MA,, Phil., Pa. 


“Terrific litle gadget. Glad I've got it.” 
GAN, Dallas, Texas 
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Money-back 
Guarantee 


If Trig.A-Flow disappoints in any way, 


just return it. We'll send your refund 


check within 3 working days. No 


pe eas i 


questions asked. None. There is 
absolutely no risk to you 
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BETTER AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS we 
50 Comstock Hill Rd., New Canaan, Conn. 06840 


Insert oil can in TRIG-A-FLOW 


BETTER AUTOMOTIVE: 


You've sold me. Please send me my no-mess, no-fuss TRIG-A-FLOW Oil Gun by the very ext mail 


[11 lenclose $2.99 plus 75¢ for shipping charges. [7] Pleose add the Flex-x-tension extender 
nd tip with my order os well. Enclosed is $3.99 plus 75¢ shipping charges for both TRIG-A. 
FLOW and Flex-x-tension extender and tip, 

Send only check or money order. Please do not send cash. Remember satisfaction is quaranteed 


Nome. 


Address 
Gity 


Squeeze trigger to dispense 


State Zip code. 
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10 years ago 

your hair didn't need 
the protein it needs 
today to look its best. 


Chances are, your hair looked 
healthier ten years ago. It was 
thicker, fuller, and it had more 
protein. And that’s what hair is 
made of, But as time goes by, 
your hair loses protein— 
continuously. Which is why you 
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Asleek graceful sailing vessel glides across the sometimes green, 
sometimes blue Caribbean. The cargo: you. And an intimate group 
of lively, fun-loving shipmates. 


Uniform of the day: Shorts 
and tee shirts. Or your bikini 
if you want. And bare feet. Life aboard your big 
sailing yacht is informal 

Relaxed. Romantic. 
There’s good food. 
And ‘grog: And a few 
pleasant comforts... 
but any resemblance 
to a plush pretentious 
resort hotel is 
accidental. 


Spend 6 days 
exploring paradise. 
Spend six nights watching the moon rise and 
getting to know interesting people. It could be 
the most meaningful experience of your life 
...and it’s easily the best vacation you’ve had. 


Mission: A leisurely cruise to 
remote islands with names 
like Martinique, Grenada, 
Antigua—those are the 

ones you've heard of. Before 
the cruise ends, you'll 


A cruise is forming 
now. Your share from 

} ‘ $290. Write Cap’n Mike 
know the names of many 


for your free 
more. You'll know intimitely adventure booklet 
the enchanting different in full color. 


mood of each...and its 


own beauty and charm. Come on anes 
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P.O. Box 120, Dept. 532 Miami Beach, Florida 33139 


POPULAR RATINGS 


WWWF 


Champion: SUPERSTAR BILLY GRAHAM 


. BOB BACKLUND 

. MIL MASCARAS 

. KEN PATERA 

. CHIEF PETER MAIVIA 
DUSTY RHODES 

. CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 
PROF. TORU TANAKA 

. SPIROS ARION 

. MR. FUJI 

. TONY GAREA 
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AWA 


Champion: NICK BOCKWINKLE 
1. BILLY ROBINSON 

2. SUPER DESTROYER 
3. GREG GAGNE 

4. ANGELO MOSCA 

5. RAY STEVENS 

6. LARRY HENNIG 

7. PAT PATTERSON 

8. JIM BRUNZELL 

9. VERNE GAGNE 

10. ROGER KIRBY 


TAG TEAMS 


PROF. TORU TANAKA-MR. FUJI 

. TONY ATLAS-TOMMY RICH 
BLACK GORDMAN-GOLIATH 

. TOM JONES-MANDO GUERRERO 
JIMMY & JOHNNY VALIANT 
IVAN KOLOFF-MR. SAITO 
JAY & RICK YOUNGBLOOD 
JIM BRUNZELL-GREG GAGNE 

. STEVE KEIRN-MIKE GRAHAM 

. RIC FLAIR-GREG VALENTINE 
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NWA 


Champion: HARLEY RACE 


ils 


JACK BRISCO 


2. PEDRO MORALES 
3. RIC FLAIR 

4. DUSTY RHODES 
5. DICK SLATER 

6. 
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CHAVO GUERRERO 


. IVAN KOLOFF 
. PAUL JONES 
. COWBOY BILL WATTS 


10. DICK MURDOCH 


WOMEN 


Champion: FABULOUS MOOLAH 
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. VICKIE WILLIAMS 
LELANI KAI 


. SANDY PARKER 


JOYCE GRABLE 

TON! ROSE 

PRINCESS WINONA LITTLE HEART 
VIVIAN ST. JOHN 

KITTY ADAMS 


. DAISY MAE 
. SUSAN GREENE 


MANAGERS 


AN 
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. THE GRAND WIZARD 
. FRED BLASSIE 


GARY HART 
J.J. DILLON 
SCANDOR AKBAR 


. CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 
- GERHARDT KAISER 

. BILLY HINES 

. BOBBY HEENAN 


JIM “MR. HOLLYWOOD” STAFFORD 


Back Issues of 


POPULAR WRESTLING 
are available! 


Just in case you may have missed an issue or two at your local newsstand we have a 
limited quantity of back issue copies available. Don’t delay, just fill in the coupon 
below indicating what issues you wish to order and your copies will be rushed to you 
for only $1.50 per copy (price includes postage and handling) 
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Terry Funk 
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Wrestling Confidential 


USTY RHODES, The American 

Dream, returned to Florida 

and regained the Florida 
State Championship from the man 
he had lost it to, LARS ANDERSON. 
Just weeks earlier, Dusty had 
beaten Lars, winning $2,000 in silver 
dollars. In that particular match, 
Dusty first had to beat a mystery 
wrestler who turned out to be 
BUDDY WOLFF. Then Dusty wres- 
tled Anderson and won as PEDRO 
MORALES helped keep Wolff at bay 
outside the ring. After the victory, 
both Dusty and Pedro tossed the 
silver dollars to the fans, who filled 
the ring till it collapsed! ... Say it 
ain’t so, but VICTOR RIVERA has 
turned into a horrid mat villain in 
Los Angeles areas ... DICK MUR- 
DOCH has regained the NWA North 
American Championship and split 
with manager “General” SCANDOR 
AKBAR. They are feuding right now 
... KEITH FRANKS wrestling in 
Florida area ... KEN PATERA was 
reinstated in the WWWF after some 
six weeks. Ken had to pay a fine of 
$5,000 to get back in the good 
graces of the WWWF. Patera has 
vowed to become even meaner than 
before and has lived up to that vow. 
He is winning many matches with 
his dreaded Swinging Neckbreaker 
... STEVE KEIRN and MIKE 
GRAHAM have formed a powerful 


Victor Rivera 


By Frank Amato 


tag team in Florida. By the time you 
tread this, Steve will have made a 
guest appearance in Madison 
Square Garden ... ANTONIO INOKI 
has signed to appear in a movie en- 
titled, “BAD NEWS BEARS IN JA- 
PAN” ... IVAN PUTSKI failed in his 
attempts to win the WWWF title from 
SUPERSTAR GRAHAM and has left 
the WWWF. Ivan has vowed to re- 
turn soon ... BARON FRITZ VON 
RASCHKE is doing very well down 
South. Herr Fritz upset big BOBO 
BRAZIL in a big bout ... KILLER 
KARL KRUPP making big waves 
down Texas way. He is feuding with 
fellow German FRITZ VON ERICH. 
Fans are wondering who has the 
better BRAIN CLAW! ... KILLER 
KARL KOX is meaner than ever 
down in Florida. He has incurred the 
wrath of popular ROCKY JOHNSON. 
Kox injured Rocky with his Suplex 
hold. Rocky wore a neckbrace for a 
few weeks. 

TEXAS RED enjoyed a successful 
stay in Japan. So did PAT PATTER- 
SON ... PROF. TORU TANAKA and 
MR. FUJI, under the management of 
FRED BLASSIE, won the WWWF 
World Tag Team Championship. The 
Japanese duo beat TONY GAREA 
and LARRY ZBYZSKO in a show- 
down match seen on TV ... RIC 
FLAIR harboring thoughts about 
wrestling in Florida in the near fu- 


Dusty Rhodes 


candor Akbar 


ture. Ric wants that Florida belt of 
DUSTY RHODES. In Mid-Atlantic 
area, Dusty upset Flair in Texas Bull 
Rope Match ... PEDRO MORALES 
doing excellent down Florida way. 
Pedro upset SUPERSTAR BILLY 
GRAHAM in two non-title matches. 
Now Pedro wants one for the 
WWWF belt. Pedro and DON 
MURACO won the Florida Tag Team 
Championship from IVAN KOLOFF 
and MR. SAITO. But later Muraco 
was injured and the belts were 
given up. Koloff and Saito rewon the 
belts ... ARNOLD SKAALAND and 
CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO are raging 
a torrid feud in the WWWF. In recent 
matches, Arnie has bloodied Albano 
badly. The feud reached its height 
when Arnold won a poll as Manager 
of the Year, beating out runner-up 
Albano. Albano broke the trophy 
over Arnie’s head ... REG PARKS 
has returned to AWA territory ... 
S.D. JONES doing very well in Los 
Angeles area ... JOHNNY VALEN- 
TINE was a guest of TV commen- 
tator GORDON SOLIE in Florida... 
THE SHEIK and ABDULLAH THE 
BUTCHER are friends again and 
teaming up. In the past they have 
been partners or enemies, as the 
mood strikes them ... COWBOY 
BILL WATTS is also feuding with 
SCANDOR AKBAR in Oklahoma- 
Louisiana areas. Watts was wres- 


Tony Garea 


tling NWA World Champion HARLEY 
RACE, when Akbar, taking pictures, 
set off a bright flash which blinded 
big Bill and cost him the match. ..A 
masked wrestler billed as THE 
CANADIAN won the Americas Title 
from CHAVO GUERRERO. This 
masked grappler is being managed 
by BLACK GORDMAN. Funny, but 
RODDY PIPER left the southern 
California areas and this masked 
man appeared ... Fijiian mat ace 
JIMMY SNUKA, back in the Pacific 
Northwest area, held NWA champ- 
ion HARLEY RACE to a draw. 
LONNIE MAYNE also back in the 
Pacific Northwest areas, and he’s a 
hero there ... STAN STASIAK has 
issued a challenge to WWWF 
champion SUPERSTAR GRAHAM in 
Canada. THE GRAND WIZARD 
manages both wrestlers. When 
asked whose corner he would be in, 
if this match was ever signed, T@W 
said, “I manage both wrestlers, but! 
would definitely be in Superstar’s 
corner. After all, he is the champion. 
Stan knows this and no hard feel- 
ings involved.” ... By the time you 
fans read this, popular JOHNNY 
RIVERA will be wrestling in Los 
Angeles areas. Johnny's a capable 
wrestler and should do well out 
West ... AWA World Tag Team 
Champions JIM BRUNZELL and 
GREG GAGNE still keeping former 


WWWF tag team champions Prof. Toru Tanaka 
and Mr. Fuji, with manager Fred Blassie 


Ken Patera Johnny Rivera 


Spiros Arion & Fred Blassie Ivan Koloff 


champs COWBOY BOB DUNCUM 
and BLACKJACK LANZA just that 
... Popular BOB BACKLUND now 
wrestling full time in WWWF rings. 
Bob has upset WWWF king 
SUPERSTAR GRAHAM via a count- 
out in New England area ... ERNIE 
LADD has ventured into the 
Oklahoma-Louisiana areas. Ladd 
has called THUNDERBOLT PAT- 
TERSON; RAY CANDY and 
PORKCHOP CASH “Uncle Toms.” A 
few years back, Ladd beat Cash for 
Americas Title and once teamed 
with Patterson in IWA areas ... 
IVAN KOLOFF won a 15-Man Battle 
Royal in Florida with help from MR. 
SAITO ... BOB ROOP should be 
back in Florida as you read this. 
Roop enjoyed a successful tour in 
San Francisco bay areas ... DUSTY 
RHODES beat villain BIG JOHN 
STUDD in Texas ... MASKED AS- 
SASSIN beat Ray Candy in battle of 
Headbutts in Oklahoma ... GOL- 
DEN TERROR’s identity is driving 
fans mad. Many believe him to be 
BARON FRITZ VON RASCHKE. Ter- 
ror’s manager CAPTAIN LOU AL- 
BANO says, “Fans would be sur- 
prised at the real identity of this 
great wrestler.” ... COWBOY BOB 
ELLIS is campaigning in Oklahoma 
areas ... TOM JONES and MANDO 
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WWWF Champion Superstar Billy Graham 


NWA Champion Harley Race 


Baron Fritz Von Raschke 


GUERRERO hold the Americas Tag 
Team Title ... BOB BRUGGERS 
holds the Central States Title. 
ALEX “K.O.” PEREZ now a mat 
hero in Los Angeles ... SPIROS 
ARION has returned to the WWWF 
rings and is still managed by FRED 
BLASSIE. Look for feud to start 
again with CHIEF JAY 
STRONGBOW. Spiros also is asking 
Blassie for WWWF title match ... 
BLACK GORDMAN and GOLIATH 
still reign as All-Asian Tag Team 
Champions ... ‘‘Butcher’” PAUL 
VACHON still being managed by 
CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO in WWWF 
tings .,. MIL MASCARAS causing 
WWWF champion SUPERSTAR 
GRAHAM all kinds of worry. Mil beat 
Graham in recent Madison Square 
Garden match. In this title go, THE 
GRAND WIZARD was allowed to sit 
at ringside. So Mascaras brought 
out BOB BACKLUND to keep TGW 
honest. TGW was later ejected for 
giving Graham instructions during 
this wild match ... Recently in Los 
Angeles they had a night of Steel 
Cage Bouts. In match #1, VICTOR 
RIVERA beat Tom Jones; #2 ALEX 
“KO” PEREZ beat GOLIATH; #3 
MANDO GUERRERO upset THE 
CANADIAN and nearly unmasked 
him! ... SUPER GLADIATOR doing 
well down in Florida ... The movie, 
“The One and Only,” based on life 
of GORGEOUS GEORGE, starring 
HENRY “THE FONZ” WINKLER, due 
out in February ...H.B. HAGGERTY, 
former mat star turned actor, was all 
over the TV tube one week in De- 
cember. He was featured in Bar- 
retta; Redd Foxx; Happy Days and 
TV movie on wrestling Mad Bull. In 
Mad Bull movie, ROCK RIDDLE, JAY 
YORK, BULL RAMOS and COUNT 
BILLY VARGA were also featured. 
Even former wrestler Mike Mazurki 
was in it. Alex Karras, former foot- 


ball star and wrestler turned actor, 
was star of the movie... As we go 
to press, BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
meets WWWF king SUPERSTAR 
GRAHAM in Steel Cage Bout with 
title on the line in Philadelphia’s 
Spectrum. If Bruno loses, this could 
be his last match. Bruno still wants 
to retire if he fails to regain the belt. 

Well, that ends another edition of 
WRESTLING CONFIDENTIAL. This 
reporter welcomes any results, pro- 
grams and news from you the fans. 
Please send your material to POPU- 
LAR WRESTLING; c/o FRANK 
AMATO; 420 Lexington Avenue; 
New York, N.Y. 10017. Till next time, 
keep supporting the great sport of 
wrestling ... END 


2000 BEAUTIFUL MEXICAN. 


ORIENTAL, LATIN, AMERICAN 
LADIES “MONTHLY” 


write us “monthly” asking for American hus- 
bands and boy-friends. We have the largest 
inventory anywhere. Details, “actual” pho 
fos EE. WORLD, Box 3876, Dept. M-5 
San Diego, CA 92103 USA, 


Internationally famous 

Women’s Wrestling Club 
—A.W.W.A.— 

Now offering PHOTOS & FILMS also 

membership in new BOOSTER CLUB 


I—see wrestling matches in person. 
For brochure send $2 to: 


A.W.W.A. 
Box 19 
SOUNDVIEW STATION 
BRONX, N.Y. 10472 


—KIMBERTAL— 
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berman Pinschers 


GUARANTEES 
sniping wontoWwine — 
“American Expreen, HankAmeric A 
* KIMBERTAL KENNELS 

ROG Kimberton, Penna, 18442 215-933-4982 oF 933-9600 


JAPANESE GIRLS 


have been trained from childhood in the art 
of pleasing men, Make wonderful wives. We 
have 100's of attractive, sincere Japanese 
girls & ladies listed, Want men of all ages 
for friendship, love, marriage. Rush only 
$1.00 for real photos, descriptions, full de- 
tails, names, application, ete 


JAPAN INTERNATIONAL 
POB 156-PMN Carnelian Bay, Calif. 95711 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discover 

— MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC. 1SO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, mag- 
nificently-powerful_ chest, powerful 
shoulders, strong stomach muscles and 
legs that will seldom tire! No Apparatus 
or Exercisers — your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret. System devel- 
ops muscular strength 3 times faster 
than conventional methods! 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES! 


Scientific Isometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes just 
10 minutes a day of easy exercises that 
will not tire you. No long hours of boring 
exercises with weights or costly appar- 
atus. Isometrics is the amazing discov- 
ery of West German scientists who found 


$338 


NOTHING VII... 
ELSE TO }\ 
Buy! (== 


‘a new thrilling way to build powerful, 
strong muscles in 10 minutes a day. Each 
exercise is done for only 10 seconds a 
day! Completely illustrated. 

MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC _ISOMET- 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP 
— FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! 


J MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON NOW! — Samo 
| Mike Marvel, Dept 194, 160 Amherst Street I 
East Orange, New Jersey, 07019 | 
[/0.X. Mike Marvel, enclosed is my $3.98. Send me your 
entire Scientific losmetric Dynaflex System in one book 
[which includes a chapter on: "SECRETS OF ATIRACT- 
[ING GIRLS.” | must agree that the Dynatlex method fas I 
given me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in i} 


¥]\S sack my suscles. made me so strong that {can be proud to 


show my friends how strong | am, 


‘And it must do this in 10 minutes a sag aat nothinnelas | 


to buy—now or inthe future. | get my $3.98 back—with no | 
[ questions asked upon return of the book. | 


Tip | 
— =SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, — a at 


“You may enter the glorious estate of the high 
exalted Grand Wizard.” 

With those words, | was ushered into the south- 
ern retreat of one of wrestling’s most notorious 
managers. 

It had been a difficult visit for me to arrange. A 
month earlier, | had approached the Wizard at a 
Madison Square Garden match. | had explained 
that | would be vacationing in southern Florida, 
where the Wizard has his vacation home, and had 
asked if | could interview him there, in order to do 
his life story. After a lengthy discussion, | had re- 
ceived a reluctant yes from the Wizard: ‘Mr. Star- 
bin, you have a superfluous abundance of gall ask- 
ing to invade my privacy as such. The only reason 
lll agree is to show the world what peasants they 
really are as compared to yours truly.”’ 

When the day arrived for me to go to the Wizard’s 
house, a chauffeur-driven Lincoln Continental 
stopped at my Florida apartment, with the Grand 
Wizard in the back seat. After some three hours of 
12 


A VISIT WITH 


The Grand Wizard is especially fond of his 
large, beautiful swimming pool. He admits: “. . . 
my swimming pool is my only weakness. | relax 


A 


THE GRAND 
WIZARD §:::: 


for hours, cooling off or tanning this too perfect 
body of mine.” 


shortcuts, back roads and detours, we finally 
reached our destination. ‘Privacy, my boy, privacy 
is the reason for the eccentric route,” explained the 
Wizard. “Its location shall remain known only to me 
and Edgar, my chauffeur. | have already conde- 
scended to endure the ridiculous presence of you 
invading my home life, so do not ask any ques- 
tions!” 

The home was quite beautiful, some ten rooms in 
all, with hundreds of palm trees as well as an 
orange orchard on the South lawn, overlooking the 
Gulf of Mexico. A large pool was discreetly hidden 
among some pepper trees on the lawn, which was 


The Wizard is a very private man. It is said that not even his 
Florida neighbors know of his profession. 
13 
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at least a hundred feet long. 

Inside the home was a huge living room contain- 
ing literally thousands of books, as the Wizard is a 
very extensive reader. The rooms and halls were 
graced with photos of all his protégés and 
friends—men such as The Sheik, Buddy Rogers 
and Billy Graham. A large oil painting of a world 
famous promoter enhanced the wall of a narrow 
hallway. 

“The next room is my personal office and it shall 
remain personal,’ declared my host. “You are for- 
bidden to take any photos in here.” The room was 
enormous, with a large bed on one side. 

“This room is where all my business is trans- 
acted. As you can see, the Wiz is well ac- 
complished. These trophies and plaques were not 
acquired through cheap investment deals with 
bums like Sammartino, but through years of hard 
work, some 25 years, in fact!’’ 

The Wizard’s office was filled with scattered in- 
ternational newspapers and magazines, plus’ three 
different telephone lines. 

“No one has ever seen this personal office,” the 
Wizard informed me. “You are the first and only 
outsider who will ever soil its beauty.” 

The Wizard is so secretive’ that even his 
neighbors do not know of his profession. 

The man should have been a gourmet cook. A 
large freezer containing hundreds of pounds of the 
world’s most exotic meats rests in his gigantic rec- 
reation room. All of these delicacies he cooks 


‘himself, with an international flair that rivals the 
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world’s greatest chefs. 

“lam the world’s greatest chef!’ boasted the 
Wizard. “‘My own personal recipes enhance the 
menus of renowned European restaurants. Sampl- 
ing the delightful delicacies made by these master- 
ful hands is pure ecstasy and definitely the greatest 
thrill of your life, next to your feeble presence in my 
most royal home.” \ 

“Joe,” confided my host, ‘“‘my swimming pool is 
my only weakness. | relax for hours, cooling off or 
tanning this too perfect body of mine.” 

A staff of some eight maids and butlers works in 
the house and on the grounds. “My servants attend 
to all my personal and housekeeping needs except 
the gardening,” explained the Wizard. “Gardening 
is my hobby. The roses and orchids that accent my 
home have won many awards and trophies.” 

As my stay drew to a close, my host ushered me 
out the door with these parting words: “I’m sure 
you thoroughly enjoyed your stay, Mr. Starbin. It 
has been your pleasure, indeed, and | am positive 
that the past week was pure heaven, a thrill that will 
last a lifetime. Go home and tell your friends of the 
real me, their master, and the pure greatest the 
most honorable Grand Wizard possesses. Good- 
bye.” 


‘The Wizard takes care of the gardening at his southern retreat. 
He notes: “Gardening is my hobby. The roses and orchide that 
accent my home have won many awards and trophies.” 
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PATERA: 


_ KEN 


By Frank Amato 


HOW A GOOD GUY 


Former Olympic weightlifting medalist Ken Patera, billed 
as “The World’s Strongest Wrestler,” started his pro wrestling 
career following all the rules. But, somewhere along the line, Patera 
decided to sacrifice his principles for the sake of victory at any price. 
Now the former Olympic star is one of the most hated villains in the WWWF. 


he airport was busy, with people 

arriving and leaving. Two gent- 

femen were seated as they 
waited for the announcement of a 
flight headed for Japan. One was 
leaving on the flight. The other was 
seeing him. off. The man taking the 
flight was Ken Patera, billed in pro- 
fessional wrestling as ‘The World’s 
Strongest Wrestler.” The man seeing 
him off was his manager, Captain 
Lou Albano, 

Ken Patera had planned. to go to 
Japan at a later date, but cir- 
cumstances had prompted him to re- 
vise his plans and teave earlier than 
expected. Just what were those cir- 
cumstances? 

Captain Lou Albano gestured with 
that ever-present cigar of his, ‘Ken 
Patera is leaving because the WWWF 
has suspended my champion. They 
are denying his right to earn a living 
in his own country. | have my army of 
lawyers checking into the legality of 
this suspension. They won't get away 
with it.” 

Patera sneered, “What | did was 
not wrong. | beat my man fair and 
Square. | had my opponent caught in 
my Swinging Neckbreaker, but this 
hold takes much pressure to apply. 
My fingers lock tightly and it takes 
time to get them loose. The referee 
thought | was punishing my oppo- 
nent with cause to injure. This is not 
true.” 

Captain Lou Albano jumped in, 
“Then there were several wrestlers 
who took the law into their own small 
minds and interfered. Ken just tried 
to protect himself. That dumb referee 
ruled Ken was looking for trouble.” 

The unfortunate part for Ken Pat- 
era was that WWWF president Willy 
Gilzenberg happened td be present, 
watching the proceedings. Gilzen- 
berg went on TV moments after the 
match and informed the audience 
that Ken Patera was suspended until 
the case. could be reviewed. 

Patera commented, a few days la- 
ter, “I can’t believe this has hap- 
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pened to me. This suspension means 
my license to wrestle has been re- 
voked. I've had offers to appear in 
Japan and I’m going to take that of- 
fer. | still can wrestle outside 
America, But | promise | will return. 1 
have some scores to settle.” 


Upper left: Ken Patera jumps off the 
top turnbuckle, landing feet first on 
his opponent. Ken tips the scales at 
almost 300 pounds. 


Left: Patera chokes Ivan Putski. 


Above: Patera employs the full 
force of his strength to torment arch 
rival Putski. 


Right: Ken Patera has Bruno Sam- 
martino caught in a Bearhug during 
one of their memorable title bouts 
when Bruno was WWWF champion. 


Then the flight for Japan was an- 


nounced and Ken Patera bid his. 


manager farewell. Captain Lou Al- 
bano commented, “Ken will be back, 
and when he does come back, there 
will be hell to pay. | know Ken Patera 
well enough to know how his mind 


BECAME 


works. There is trouble ahead for cer- 
tain wrestlers.” 

Before Albano left the airport, he 
added, ‘Ken is very low at this point. — 
This has to be the low point in his 
great mat career. | promised him he 
will be back. | have my lawyers work- 
ing day and night and they will en- 
dure. They have the best brains in 
their profession.” 


This may well be the low point in 
Ken Patera’s wrestling career, but he 
has had many high points. Like the 
years he spent building up his body. 
The years he spent working out with 
weights. He had a dream of becom- 
ing a champion in the Olympics, of 


becoming a medal winner. 

In 1968, Ken Patera went to the Pan 
American games, stymied the oppo- 
sition and won the meet. He did the 
same in’ 1969, 1970 and 1971. Then 


came the big chance he had trained 


for all those years: the summer 
Olympics. of 1972, held in “Munich, 
Germany. Ken Patera represented 


_ the United States in weightlifting. 


The competition was tough, just as 
Patera had expected. He did not win 
the gold medal, but he did win the 
bronze medal. : 

On Ken’s return to the States, he 
was besieged with offers to endorse 


VILLAIN 


products. To enter pro football. He 
turned those offers down. Instead, he 
signed to become a professional 
wrestler under the guidance of Verne 
Gagne, who then held the AWA 
World Heavyweight Championship. 
Why did Ken pick wrestling? He 
says, ‘| always was interested in 
wrestling. | always watched it on TV. 1 
even went to many matches where | 


lived in Oregon. | naturally had heard 
of Verne Gagne, one of the biggest 
names in that sport. If anyone could 
teach me the finer points, he could.” 
Patera proved an apt pupil. He 
Jearned quickly. Before long Ken en- 
Continued on page 64 
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Since defeating the 
legendary Bruno 
Sammartino, WWWF 
champion Superstar Billy 
Graham has taken on 
many challengers for his 
title and he has beaten 
every one of them. The 
Superstar insists that his 
WWWF Belt will never be 
taken away from him. 


BY FRANK AMATO 


uperstar Billy Graham was 
S:": pushups. One 

hundred of them, in fact, 
right in his hotel room. When 
finished, Superstar started 
situps, doing a hundred of them. 
The exercises were done with lit- 
tle or no effort. This was a man in 
good shape. 

After finishing the situps, 
Superstar took out his mixing 
blender, some powder and three 
eggs. Mixing these together with 
some milk, Superstar made a 
foamy malted. He then drank a 
healthy amount. 

He smiled, ‘“‘This keeps the 
Superstar in shape. My exercises, 
the right foods, working out in 
the gym. Keep your body in 
shape and you never have prob- 
lems. Your body is a temple. You 
never desecrate a temple. This 
beautiful body is my temple.” 

Superstar added, “This is what 
annoys me when | see many 
wrestlers who look out of shape. 
They have pot bellies. They eat 
foods that could harm you. They 
rarely exercise. They could care 
less how they look. They have no 
pride. Then they expect to be- 
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WWWF 
Champ 
Superstar 
Billy Graham 
Declares: 


va 


Superstar Billy Graham raises his WWWF 
belt and tells TV commentator Vince McMahon, Jr. 
why he is the greatest. 


Above: Superstar Graham 
looks like anything but the 
champion as he bleeds heavily 
g this match. Right: 
Gre seeks sanctuary 
outside the ring during a tough 
title defense. 


i 


Below: Bruno Sammartino feels the full effect of 
Superstar’s Full Nelson during one of their rematches. 


come champion someday. 

“We have some wrestlers like 
that here in the WWWF. Dusty 
Rhodes is the worst of the lot. 
Have you looked at that paunch 
he carries around? There are 
others like Chief Jay Strongbow 
and Peter Maivia. They have been 
looking very sloppy of late. Only 
two wrestlers look in excellent 
shape. This Bob Backlund and 
Mil Mascaras. Now, they are in 
top physical condition. That 
Mascaras always stays in shape.” 

In a few hours, Superstar 
would be defending his WWWF | 
World Heavyweight Champion- 
ship. Yet he seemed neither 
nervous nor concerned. Since 
winning the title, Superstar has 
not shown much concern about 
any opponent—at least not out- 
wardly. 

Superstar comments, ‘‘How 
could | be concerned? I’m the 
greatest. The man with the 
power. The man of the hour. | 
have beaten the best. | still have 
the title. | can tell you there are 
many red faces around.” 

Red faces? Now what did 
Superstar mean by that remark? 
Graham states, “Yqu know who 
they are. There are many re- 
porters from the wrestling 
magazines who predicted that | 
would never hold this belt long. 
There were many promoters who 
felt the very same way. Even 
many wrestlers felt this way. 
There are thousands of fans who 
thought | would be the ex- 
champion by now. Man, were 
they wrong! That is what | meant 
about red faces. 

“They figured that | won by 
luck. They thought that Bruno 
Sammartino would regain the 
belt. So, what happened? We had 
a series of matches and | kept the 
belt. | knew something about 
Sammartino they failed to re- 
member. When | beat Sammar- 
tino, | took the heart right out of 
him. | out-wrestled him when | 
took the belt. | beat him by out- 
thinking the man.” 

“They thought Sammartino 
was a god. He couldn't lose, they 
all thought. Well, | knew he could 
be beaten. | said so many times. 
They all thought | was bragging. 
My manager, The Grand Wizard, 
knew all along | could beat Sam- 
martino. The man never lost faith. 

“So, where is Bruno Sammar- 
tino today? He’s just about re- 


tired. He’s quitting, because he 
can’t beat me. The man has had 
it. | broke the spirit of Sammar- 
tino. I've retired the living 
legend.” : 

Being the new WWWF kingpin 
has not been an easy task for 
Superstar Billy Graham. He de- 
fends his title no less than four 
times a week. There are weeks he 
defends the belt six times a week. 
He has bookings that stretch into 
months in advance. 

Says Superstar, “l don’t duck 
any challenge aimed at me. You 
name the opponent and | have 
come out the winner. | proved the 
experts were wrong. Some 
wrestling magazines eventually 
try to build up some wrestler as a 
future opponent who will de- 
throne me. They try to make me 
look as if I'm scared of this oppo- 
nent or that opponent. These are 
just words. Words don’t make a 
future champion. I'm ready for 
any wrestler.” 

What Superstar Billy Graham 
said makes sense when you think 
about it. When he defeated 
Sammartino in Maryland on April 
30, his reign was predicted to be 
short. The so-called experts pre- 
dicted that Sammartino would 
regain his title. That failed to 
happen. 

There were others who chal- 
lenged Superstar: Tony Garea; 
Larry Zbyzsko; Chief Jay 
Strongbow; Chief Billy White 
Wolf; Bobo Brazil; lvan Putski 
and Gorilla Monsoon. The result 
was always the same. When the 
dust from battle lifted, Superstar 
was always the winner. 

Comments Graham, “| know 
how to wrestle each and every 
opponent. My manager has a 
book on all of them. Their pluses 
and their minuses. | know what to 
do against them all. Sure, some 
even gave me hard times. | admit 
that much. Now, take Monsoon. | 
defended my title against him at 
Madison Square Garden in my 
first Garden title defense. All 
Monsoon has is strength. | beat 
the man with my superpower. 

“Now, take Larry Zbyzsko and 
Tony Garea. They have speed 
and agility. | showed them that 
this wasn’t enough. | showed 
them that my great knowledge 
and ability was too great for 
them. 

“Then there was Strongbow, 
Continued on page 60 


Graham works on 
the arm of popular 
Tony Garea. 


Below: Graham applies his 
Super Backbreaker on 
Dusty Rhodes. 


Harley Race comes down heavily on Rocky Johnson wi 


s Harley Race made his way 
Ae the ring, wearing his ring 

jacket and NWA World 
Heavyweight Championship Belt, 
the reaction from the fans was 
mixed. There were cheers, but 
they were overshadowed by the 
boos. Harley Race is not a popu- 
lar champion in the NWA. In fact, 
Race has never been popular at 
any time in his successful mat 
career. 

As Harley Race was introduced 
to the fans, he raised his hands in 
a victory sign. The boos grew 
louder. Race’s face never 
changed expression. Harley Race 
rarely shows any emotion to- 
wards the fans. He neither smiles 
nor gets mad. 

Later, Race would say, ‘Those 
stupid fans can boo me or cheer 
me. That is their privilege. They 
pay their money. | never let my 
emotion show. Why should 1? 
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Fans never win my matches or 
make me lose them or try hard- 
er. | don't need the backing of 
fans.” 

Once the bell rings, Harley 
Race is all business. He has one 
thought in mind: Win the match 
the fastest way possible. Race is 
an exceptional wrestler. He can 
match holds with the best. Yet 
Race likes to get rough ring 
his matches—not overly vicious, 
but rough. He is not above 
Punching or kicking. 

One of Race’s pet maneuvers is 
diving off the turnbuckle in a 
deadman’s dive, head first, but- 
ting his head into his opponent, 
who is lying down. This is quite 
devastating, as Race weighs 250 
pounds. 

Harley Race is also adept at 
using a Suplex. He has won many 
matches with it. 

Another pet finisher of Race’s 


THE TRIALS 


“Being champion is not easy,” claims NWA World 
Heavyweight Champion Harley Race. Race has 
been defending his title four or five times a week, 
so he knows what he’s talking about. 


a Flying Elbow. 


is his Pile Driver. Race takes the 
head of his opponent between 
his own knees and comes down 
backwards into a sitting position, 
and the head of the opponent 
hits the mat. This results in a pin. 

Harley says of this maneuver, 
“This hold has been ruled the 
most dangerous, because many 
wrestlers have had their careers 
cut short by being caught in this 
hold. It is dangerous, but only if it 
is not applied the right way. | 
know how much force to use. 
This hold can snap a wrestler’s 
neck or even bring about a con- 
cussion. Still, there are many 
other holds which | believe are 
more dangerous. 

“Now, take Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow Smash. Rhodes 
can really cause damage with 
this maneuver. There is Ray Ste- 
vens and his Bombs Away. Now, 
this maneuver has been ruled as 


AND TRIBULATIONS OF 


ACHAMPION 


BY BRENT SCHULZ PHOTOS 


an outlaw hoid. Take Jack Bris- 
co’s Figure Four Legvine. This 
hold can bieak your leg. There 
are others | could bring up, but! 
think the point is well made.” 
There are wrestlers who claim 
that Harley Race is ruthless. They 
claim he tries to injure oppo- 
nents, sd they can be eliminated 
for future title matches. Race de- 
nies this,,‘‘| win my matches the 
best way'! can. I'nr ruthless only 
in the aspect of winning. This isa 
rough-and-ready sport. No sis- 
sies need apply. If you can't take 
the heat, go where it is cooler. If 
I'm too aggressive, then my op- 
ponents should find a safer sport 
like table tennis or bowling. 
Leave pro wrestling to real men.” 
Harley Race won the NWA belt 
this time around on February 8, 
1977 in Toronto, Canada from 
Terry Funk. Race first held this 
title when he defeated Dory Funk, 


BY DON DeLEON 


Race makes Jack Brisco squirm with a Leglock. 


Jr., in May 1978. Harley held the 
belt only till July 21, 1973, when 
he lost it to Jack Brisco in Texas. 

When Harley Race first won the 
NWA belt from Dory Funk, Jr., it 
was the culmination of nearly 15 
years of mat wars. Harley had be- 
come the champion and his 
world was bright. He suddenly 
became the man to beat. 

If Race has one close friend in 
pro wrestling, that man is Larry 
Hennig. Once these two men 
ruled the AWA areas as the AWA 
World Tag Team Champions. 
They held this title for over two 
years. Larry remembers Harley 
during their early years: ‘| re- 
member Harley always saying he 
was going to become the world 
champion. Almost from his very 
first match. He had the determi- 
nation even back then. 

“During those early years, Har- 
ley would observe the matches 


Harley Race uses his Piledriver 
for another victory. 


and. study all the wrestlers. He 
wanted to get their styles deeply 
etched ‘in his mind. He never 
stopped learning.” 

When Harley Race lost the belt 
to Jack Brisco, he became a man 
tormented, He withdrew: within 
himself. Not that Race was that 
outgoing to begin with. Harley 
never complained that the title 
was stolen from him. His one re- 
gret in losing the title that par- 
ticular night was, as Race put it, 
“That night the old NWA belt was 
retired. A new belt was intro- 
duced and handed to me. | never 
even had the chance to wear it. | 
held that belt in my hands for a 
few seconds and then it was 
gone. At the time, | never 
dreamed it would be gone for 
nearly four years.’ 
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Harley Race became obsessed 
with the drive to regain the lost 
title. There wasn't a match he 
turned down. Any opponent was 
fine with him. He'd wrestle: the 
best, becauseé -beating the best 
brought him that much closer to 
regaining the title. 

Along the way, Race wrestled 
the very best. He won many 
matches. He also won some titles 
that-are very impressive: The 
Florida State Title; Southern 
Heavyweight Title; and the Mis- 
souri State Title, twice. 

Harley also managed to get 
some chances to regain the NWA 
belt. He wrestled Jack Brisco 
several times.but never could win 
back the belt..Then Brisco lost 
the belt to Terry Funk and Race 
tried to regain the belt from Funk 


Harley Race Kneelifts Rocky “Soul Man” Johnson. 


but failed. 


Harley Race never lost the will, 
He always felt that lightning 


> would strike again. “Hey, you 


know. | could regain the title. 
Records show that former cham- 
pions had rewon their titles. 
Wrestlers like Lou Thesz;.Whip- 
per Watson and even Jack Brisco 
had done it. If.they could do ‘it, 
then Harley Race, the best wres- 
tler around, could easily do it.’ 

But Harley did not regain the 
belt: during those years. Race 
says,.'‘Perhaps | tried too hard..At 
times, | grew. cautious during 
some matches, and there were 
times | took wild chances. These 
times, it cost me. Yet, each time | 
learned something: | knew: my 
time would come again.” 

When Harley did regain the ti- 


Race ties up his opponent with a Leglock. 


Rocky Johnson cries out in pain as Harley Race uses a Spinebreaker on him. 


tle, he injured the outgoing 
champion, Terry Funk, with an 
Indian Deathlock hold. Race re- 
sents the fact that Dusty Rhodes 
claims he injured Funk earlier 
and took credit for the injury. 
Says Race, “All | know Is | never 
went out to injure Funk. During 
our match, Funk wrestled like he 
always did. | injured him and not 
Rhodes. The point is, | won the 
title and Rhodes wanted some of 
the glory.” 

Now Harley Race is once again 
the NWA champion. He denies no 
challenger a chance to attempt to 
win the title. He defends his title 
about four or five times a week. 
So far, the very best in the NWA 
have tried to wrest the belt from 
him. Top stars like Cowboy Bill 

Continued on page 57 


Mil Mascaras’ 
Warning To Superstar 


Graham 


BY TOM McDAID 


Mil Mascaras, “The Man of a Thousand Masks,” has been 
watching WWWF Champion Superstar Billy Graham very 
closely, observing the Superstar’s every move in recent 
matches. Mascaras now says he knows a way to defeat 


Graham. Superstar: Beware. 


T he sports palace of wres- 
tling, New York's Madison 
~Square Garden, was jammed to 
the rafters to witness the return 
match between WWWF cham- 
pion Superstar Billy Graham and 
the former champion, Bruno 
Sammartino. Unknown to both 
wrestlers and the 26,000-plus mat 
fans, there was a man sitting in 
the seats waiting anxiously for 
this match. 

He sported a long black wig 
and black mustache, and his 
clothes were ill-fitted for the pur- 
pose of covering his muscular 
torso. The hair and mustache 
were a disguise. Seated next to 
the man was a personal friend 
with a movie camera. On the 
other side of the arena was 
another friend, also with a movie 
camera. 

Their job was to shoot the en- 
tire match between Graham and 
Sammartino. The man behind the 
disguise was Mil Mascaras. He 
wanted to hide his well known 
identity—not only from the fans, 
but from Graham as well. 

As the match started, the 
cameras rolled. The match was 
action-packed, and Mascaras re- 
corded the match in his mind. 
The cameras would pick up de- 
tails on Superstar for future ref- 
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erence. Mil knew that in time it 
would come in handy. 

Then came the end of the 
match, and both Sammartino and 


Mil Mascaras poses for Popular Wrestling 
in one of his many masks and costumes. 


Graham were disqualified. Sam- 
martino had failed to regain the 
belt, but he and Graham signed 
for a rematch. 

The rematch came, and, once 
again, Mascaras was present in 
disguise, in the company of his 
two friends. The blood flowed 
from both Sammartino and 
Graham. Guest referee Gorilla 
‘Monsoon finally called a halt to 
the action-packed battle, ruling 
that both wrestlers were too 
bloody to continue. Once again, 


Mascaras uses an Armlock on an opponent. 


Sammartino had failed to regain 
his lost title. 

A few days later, Mil Mascaras 
viewed films of the two matches 
with keen interest. Mil’s interest 
centered on Superstar, who was 
the main reason for the cameras. 

Mil said of Graham, “Super-, 
star Billy Graham has really come 
a long way since | wrestled him 
seven years ago out in California. 
He has learned to wrestle and 
make moves. He has lost the 


Right: Mascaras, The Man Of A Thousand 
Masks, uses a Legscissors on a hapless 
opponent. 


crudeness he once had. He has 
become tough to beat. 

“I'm not saying he can’t be 
beaten. No wrestler is beyond 
being defeated. Even Graham. | 
know Graham can be beaten and 
| will do that. These movies have 
shown me the way. It has an- 
swered many questions filled in 
my mind. | believe | have come up 
with the answer. | hope that ! will 
be right. 

“Before | go into training | will 
have other films made of Super- 


Mascaras sends Dynamite Jack Evans to 
the mat with a toss off the top turnbuckle. 


star Graham. | want to be firmly 
sure before | train. | want to see 
more.” 

So, movies were made of 
Superstar Graham wrestling 
other WWWF stars: Ivan Putski; 
Chief Peter Maivia; Chief Strong- 
bow; Tony Garea and Larry 
Zbyzsko. Mil Mascaras spent 
weeks viewing the films. 

Now it seemed that Mil Mas- 
caras had his answer. Now he 
knew what he must do, if, and 
when, he wrestled Graham for 


Mil Mascaras in the ring, resplendent in 
a colorful costume. 


the WWWF title. “All of the oppo- 
nents against Graham made the 
same mistake. Yes, all. Bruno 
Sammartino could have beaten 
Graham most any time he con- 
trolled the action. Sammartino 
wanted the title back, but he let 
things get in his way. He didn’t 
want to beat Graham but to injure 
him. Make him pay for winning 
the title the way he did. 

“I can see his point of view, but 


Continued on page 52 


McKenzie: “1 was a 
strong advocate of clean 
wrestling until | met The 
Sheik. He changed my 
thinking in a hurry. Did 
he ever! He really 
showed me what 
violence is all about. And 
1am far from a violent 
person. But, | survived.” 


Tex McKenzie has suffered greatly at the hands of the Sheik, so it’s not 
surprising that he wants more than anything else to defeat his 
long-time foe. Says McKenzie, “I want to beat him so badly, just to 
prove that I’m a better man. If I just achieve that one victory, I'll be 
happy. It will more than make up for all the past injuries and the 
hospitalization that | underwent. It’s reached a mental state with me. I 
have to beat him to get this hate out of my system. 


Why Tex McKenzie Wants 
Revenge Against The Sheik 


e had a faraway look in his 

eyes. He sat with his long legs 

stretched‘out in front of him 
and his arms crossed. His body was 
well tanned and he gingerly chewed 
a piece of gum. His eyes were bright 
and had a certain sparkle. His mus- 
tache was heavy, but well groomed. 
Tex McKenzie looked every bit the 
part of the matinee idol that he is to 
thousands of fans everywhere. 

The big, 6-9, 293-pound Texan had 
just returned from another tour of 
Australia. It is almost as if the Austra- 
lians have adopted him as one of 
their own. He’s that popular. In the 
past seven years, McKenzie has ap- 
peared in Australia 14 times. That's a 
lot of appearances and a lot of miles 
in between. 

He is not conscious of his size. It’s 
the first thing fans ask him about and 
McKenzie just answers with a smile. 
He’s accustomed to size, because in 
Texas they do things in a big way, 
anyway, whether it’s a barbecue or 
riding the range. As a youngster he 
was raised on a ranch outside San 
Antonio and the bigness of the coun- 
try never fazed him. As a reminder of 
his Texas origin, McKenzie wears a 
ten-gallon hat and his wrestling 
shoes are blue and white cowboy 
boots of his own design. 

McKenzie appeared quite relaxed. 
It was still early in the evening and he 
had a long wait until he had to climb. 
through the ropes for the main event 
at Detroit's Cobo Arena. But McKen- 
zie learned the trait of patience long 
ago and it has remained with him 
down through the years. 


BY BOB TRINGALI 


McKenzie tosses Kung Fu into the ropes. 
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“Ever since | was a kid, | have al- 
ways bided my time, so to speak,” 
admitted McKenzie. “| don’t ever re- 
call being in any big hurry to get 
something done. | just kind of waited 
until the time was right before doing 
things. | learned that from my father. 
He helped me along as a youngster 
and | followed his teachings, which 
has been beneficial to me later in life. 
He always told me that, if | wanted 
something badly enough, | would 
come out a great deal better if | 
waited longer and gave it just a little 
bit more thought. He was right. 

“You can apply that simple little 
truth to anything in life. | listened to 
him and I have never failed to gain an 
objective once | go after it.” 


Detroit holds a special meaning for 
McKenzie. One of the goals that he 
has pursued has never been fulfilled. 
It's not that he is growing impatient. 
It's just that he would like to derive 
the sweetness of satisfaction that has 
eluded him all these years. And 
McKenzie doesn’t mind revealing his 
ambition, to defeat The Sheik in such 
a way that it would make up for all 
the frustrations of the past. 

Being the matinee idol that he is, 
McKenzie is not a vengeful indi- 
vidual. Strangely, despite his size, he 
appears placid. But, he harbors a 
deep hatred for The Sheik which 
won't be removed until he has 
soundly defeated his seemingly per- 
petual tormentor. And McKenzie 


feels that moment is near. He has 
been involved in a number of classic 
matches with The Sheik over the past 
few years, but he has always come 
away empty-handed. McKenzie is 
ready to change all that. 

“I learned a new hold the last time! 
was in Australia,” disclosed McKen- 
zie. “I am saving it especially for The 
Sheik. The hold was taught to me by 
a former Greek Olympic champion. I’ 
worked long and hard and mastered 
it. | know the hold can break The 
Sheik’s famous Camel Clutch. 

“Til tell you something. The Sheik 
knows it, too. That’s why he won't 
agree to meet me. He’s been ducking 
me. I've begged promoter Francis 


McKenzie is caught in the middle of Mulligan and Blackjack Lanza. 


Fleser to match me against The 
Sheik, but he admitted to me that The 
Sheik isn't interested. We've had 
some big money gates in the past, so 
I have to feel that he’s afraid to climb 
into the ring against me. What else 
can | think? 

“When | was a kid, | remembered 
very fondly the Sunday barbecues we 
had. My father would take us to 
church and then everybody would 
gather at our house for the barbecue. 
One time | heard one of the guests 
attribute a saying to Will Rogers, ‘I 
never met a man | didn’t like.’ | re- 
membered it all my life and felt it was 
great, folksy philosophy. Truthfully, | 
practiced it all my life. There is good 
in everybody. 


_ “Thatis, until lfaced The Sheik for 
the first time. | found him without 
character. He's aruthless person, the 
most despicable one | had ever met. | 
couldn't believe anyone could be so 
evil. It's undescribable. Only those 
wrestlers who have battled The Sheik 
can fully know what | am talking a- 
bout. | have never heard anyone say a 
good thing about him. And that’s 
pretty bad. 

“| want to beat him so badly, just to 
prove that I’m a better man. If | just 
achieve that one victory, I'll be 
happy. It will more than make’ up for 
all the past injuries and the hospitali- 
zation that | underwent. It’s reached 
a mental state with me. | have to beat 
him to get this hate out of my system. 


McKenzie slugs it out with Bobby Heenan. 


It won't be easy. The Sheik is the 
most difficult wrestler to beat that | 
have ever encountered. But | will 
beat him with my new hold. I’m sure 
of that.” 

That McKenzie hates The Sheik is 
obvious. He is not alone. There are 
countless others who harbor the 
same feelings. Bobo Brazil is one. 
Lord Layton is another. Fred Curry is 
still another. The list could go on and 
on. They all hate him but at the same 
time respect him. That says some- 
thing right there. McKenzie is as ve- 
hement in his hatred for The Sheik as 
the next guy. 

“| have never hated anyone so 
much in all my life as | hate The 
Sheik,” remarked McKenzie almost 


EEE 
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McKenzie: “For me, the name of the game is winning. | believe in winning every time 
1 go out, because, very simply, if you don’t win, you don’t make the big buck.” 


McKenzie tells interviewers, “I wouldn't 
take a dime if! can climb into the ring 
against The Sheik and beat him to a bloody 
pulp. The satisfaction alone 

would be priceless.” 
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apologetically. “l know my father 
wouldn't like to hear that. But The 
Sheik isn’t like anybody else. You 
can’t reach him. He has no grain of 
decency. It’s hard to believe, but it’s 
true. 

“However, don’t get me wrong and 
picture me as a hate-monger. | don’t 
go around holding any grudges or 
anything like that. | know this feeling 
will be gone as soon as | defeat The 
Sheik. If he can beat me fair and 
square, I'd be the first one to con- 
gratulate him. However, | just don’t 
approve of theway he treats a person 
in the ring. He's like an animal. 

“Til tell you one thing: Time is run- 
ning out for wrestlers like The Sheik. 
Nobody can get away\with whatever 
they feel like anymore, simply be- 
cause wrestling is getting tougher 
and the competition is getting 
stronger. Nowadays you have to be 
real tough to stay on top, because 
you are constantly being challenged. 
Just like The Sheik. He can’t ignore 
my challenge forever. The day will 
come, and soon, that he will have to 
face me. Besides, he isn’t getting any 
younger. 

“Professional wrestling today is a 
young man’s sport. It's a full action 
sport and you have to have a great 
amount of ability to make it. You 
have to live it 24 hours a day, always 
worrying about who is waiting to 
knock you off and not Jetting it hap- 
pen. They pay off in wins. It's not a 
Sport where you can talk your way in 
and out of the ring any longer. You 


have to have what it takes, both for 
giving and taking punishment. 

“And, you have to do it when you 
still have youth on your side. The 
older you get in this business, the 
longer it takes for your injuries to 
heal. I've seen veteran campaigners 
sidelined for months at a time. | must 
admit that | have been quite fortunate 
in escaping any real serious injuries. 
I've had my share of injuries, though. 
There isn’t a wrestler around today 
who hasn't been marked. But it’s 
been worth it all.” 

What makes it worthwhile is the 
money. Being a main eventer over 
the years, McKenzie earns top dollar. 
At age 35, he is just coming into his 
own as a big money earner. Besides 
being a talented performer, the fact 
that he is tall and handsome adds to 
his box-office appeal. And, the box 
office is what the promoters look at 
first. It's no wonder that McKenzie 
has more bookings than he can 
handle. 

It wasn’t always that way. McKen- 
zie didn’t exactly burst on the wres- 
tling scene and take over. Wrestling 
isn’t quite that way. Like so many be- 
fore him, McKenzie had to gain ex- 
perience and work his way up the 
ladder. He began in his native Texas, 
toured Canada and then returned to 
the U.S. What lured him back to the 
U.S. was a chance to lift the United 
States Championship belt, which The 
Sheik possessed. 4 

“| heard about how much money 
The Sheik’s belt was worth and that's 
all | was concerned with,” revealed 
McKenzie. “So, | went after it. | 
learned: one thing, fast. Wrestling 
The Sheik was tougher than any 
Texas Death Match | had ever par- 
ticipated in. He will resort to anything 
to win. That's why he’s been so suc- 
cessful for all these years. He's met 
them all and beat everyone. 

“| was a strong advocate of clean 
wrestling until | met The Sheik. He 
changed my thinking in a hurry. Did 
he ever! He really showed me what 
violence is all about. And | am far 
from a violent person. But, | survived. 
What's more important, | learned. In 
this business there is no end to learn- 
ing. Once you feel you know every- 
thing, then you will certainly end upa 
loser. 

“For me, the name of the game is 
winning. | believe in winning every 
time! go out, because, very simply, if 
you don’t win, you don’t make the big 
buck. | wouldn't take a dime if | can 
climb into the ring against The Sheik 
and beat him to a bloody pulp. The 
Satisfaction alone would be priceless. 
And with the new hold I'm saving just 
for him, | know it will happen. | have 
patience and | can wait.” 

So can The Sheik .. . 


Bob Backlund: 
RISING STAR IN THE WWWE 


By Frank Amato 


He’s only been wrestling in the WWWF for a year, 
but popular young Bob Backlund is already a contender for the WWWF Belt held by 
Superstar Billy Graham. And even if he doesn’t win 
the belt this year, it looks like Backlund will wear it someday, as long as he 
continues wrestling as well as he does now. 


ob Backlund was sitting 
ad alone in his dressing 
room, reading through a 
stack of mail, a pensive look on 
his face. He was oblivious of what 
was happening around him. 
Other wrestlers were talking, jok- 
ing, and being interviewed. 
Bob had been reading his mail 
for a good half-hour now. One 
letter after another. After reading 
each letter, Bob would place it 
back in its envelope. Sometimes 
a letter would bring a small smile 
to his lips. 


Bob still had at least a dozen§ 


letters to read, when he looked 
up. He shook his head, “These 
fans really are rooting for me. 
They are behind me all the way. 
Almost each letter says the same 
things. They want me to rid wres- 
tling of Superstar Graham. They, 


go on to say how disgusted they 
are that Graham has the WWWF 
belt, how Graham won the title by 
cheating and how they hope 
someone like myself beats him 
\ and brings honor back to the title 
x Bruno Sammartino once held.” 

Bob took out another letter and 
read it. Then, he held it up, “You 
see, here it is again. This fan is 
only ten years old and Sammar- 
tino was his favorite wrestler. 
Now he says I'm his favorite. He 
wants me to beat Graham.” 

“All the letters want the same 
thing from me. They want me to 
become the new champion. | 
wish it was that easy. | would love 
to be the new WWWF champion. | 
want that more than anything 
right now. | know | can beat 
Graham, if given the opportunity. 

Continued on page 48 
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Florida Wrestling: oe 
Hotbed Of Feuds And Conspiracy 


BY AL TESSITORE 
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euding Florida Wrestling: 
Fr. Hotbed of Conspiracy, 

Vendetta and Revenge. The 
cast of wrestlers who are cur- 
rently appearing in the Sunshine 
State reads like a Who's Who of 
the Professional Circuit. 
Superstar Billy Graham, Harley 
Race, Dusty Rhodes, Pat Patter- 
son, Ivan Koloff, Jack Brisco, 
Mike Graham, Buddy Wolf, Steve 
Keirn, Ernie Ladd, Don Muraco, 
Pedro Morales; and many more 
make Florida the hottest wrestl- 
ing scene in the nation. In this 
tense, competitive atmosphere 
and warm climate, controversy 
erupts often, changes happen 
fast, and the only thing to be ex- 
pected is the unexpected. 

Floridians feel that wrestling 
on the peninsula is the toughest 
and most exciting in the nation. 
They expect a lot from “outsid- 
ers,” and more from native or 
adopted Floridians. Thus, the 
Stage is always set for confronta- 
tion and rivalry. In fact, feuds are 
as much a part of Florida as 
orange juice and sunshine. 

At the center of the storm, as 
usual, stands ‘‘The American 
Dream," Dusty Rhodes. The con- 
troversial Texan has been 
adopted in Florida like the palm 
tree and arouses the greatest 
emotions from the fans. Rhodes 
feuds with friend and foe, and 
takes on all comers. lvan Koloff, 
Pat Patterson, Superstar 
Graham, Ernie Ladd, Harley Race 
and arch-enemy Buddy Wolf all 
have vowed to end The Dream. 
However, Rhodes, along with 
Mike Graham, has vowed to pro- 
tect the reputation of Florida 
wrestling from the numerous 
challenges of the many carpet- 
baggers who visit the Sunshine 
State. This attitude has aroused 
the anger of other professionals 
like Lars Andersen, Killer Karl 
Kox and Californian Pat Patter- 
son. 

“This state is too hot and 
muggy. It's strictly small potatoes 
in comparison with my home,” 
stated Patterson. ‘‘The only 
reason | came here was to make 
all the money and take the belts 
away from these pretenders who 
call themselves wrestlers. You 
know, this place is a joke. It has 
only one main highway through 
the whole state and not one man 
who can compare with me.” 
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Another unfavorable comment 
about Florida came from the 
rugged Minnesotan, Buddy 
Wolfe: ‘‘Never in my illustrious 
career have the rules been bent 
so that one man can get his way. | 
have been cheated and robbed of 
the Florida Heavyweight title by 
Eddie Graham, the NWA puppet, 
and the American Nightmare, 
Dusty Rhodes. It’s impossible to 
get a fair match in Florida and 
that’s why these guys are gonna 
get what they deserve real soon.” 

If there is a flip side to the 
American Dream, it must be the 
Russian Bear, lvan Koloff. Koloff, 
one of the few men ever to have 
defeated Bruno Sammartino, is 
undoubtedly one of the toughest 
wrestlers in the country. He has 
irked many fans with his much 


emphasized Russian patriotism - 


and ceaseless down-grading of 
American athletes. Koloff has 
said, ‘‘American athletes and 
wrestlers are a joke in my coun- 
try. They are soft like The Dream. 
That is why | win so easily and so 
often, destroying all my oppo- 
nents. The Russian athlete is a 
stronger, faster, more intelligent 
athlete. Just look at me and then 
look at The Dream. Look at the 
Olympics! The Russians are al- 
ways superior. We will bury all 
and also this so-called ‘Dream.’ ” 
The man whom the other 
wrestlers hate but whom the 
fans_adore, “The American 
Dream,” doesn't think much of 
these opponents, their gripes or 
challenges. ‘‘They know | am the 
greatest, the prettiest, the most 
popular wrestler in this whole 
wide universe,” he says. “‘l, am 
the cosmic cowboy, the lovin’ 
scream, the American Dream. | 
am the people’s champion, and 
what I’ve got, they want. But | am 
gonna lay some more pain on 
those dudes and soon they'll 
know not to mess with Dusty.” 
Rhodes’ real goal is a gold belt, 
a championship. He seeks to vin- 
dicate his superego and has 
wrestled in both the NWA and the 
WWWFE looking for this gold 
strap. His challenge cannot be 
overlooked or avoided by either 
champion. Both Harley Race and 
Superstar Billy Graham have 
given Rhodes the ultimate oppor- 
tunity, a title shot. But, his dream 
has yet to come to pass. 
Continued on page 56 


Mike Graham, above, Is one of many young 


wrestlers who have made Florida the hottest 


wrestling scene In the nation. 


Buddy Wolf, above, has vowed to defeat 
“The American Dream,” Dusty Rhodes. 


Most of the wrestling feuds in Florida 
center around Dusty Rhodes, above. 


{ | 


Superstar Graham, above, has challenged Harley Race for full 
supremacy in the wrestling world. 


Rocky Johnson, above, is very popular 
with Florida wrestling fans. 
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A Family Success Story 


Wrestling has long played a big role in the life of Fritz Von Erich, and now 
it's become an important part of his sons’ lives, too. Sons Kevin and David 
have made big strides in the world of professional wrestling, and it appears 
that their younger brothers, Kerry, Chris and Mike, will soon join them in the 
arena. It looks like the name of Von Erich will be highly regarded in the 
wrestling world for years to come. 


BY GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


he Von Erich clan just 

keeps on growing and 

growing all the time. In our 
Popular Wrestling May 1977 
issue there appeared an article 
entitled, “Kevin Von Erich: Ready 
to Step into His Father’s Shoes.” 
Now, in addition to Kevin there is 
another Von Erich who has been 
making very big strides in the 
wrestling world. He is Kevin’s 
younger brother, David. ‘ 
42 


David and Kevin Von Erich practice their wrestling moves in the gym. 


David, like Kevin, has been 
wrestling ‘‘as long as | can re- 
member,” but actually David has 
only been wrestling profession- 
ally since June of 1977. In less 
than a year’s time, David has 
quickly progressed from the pre- 
liminary matches to main event 
status. David has defeated such 
stars as Big John Studd, Ox 
Baker, Bull Ramos, Killer Karl 
Krupp, and many, many others. 


Besides these top-notch oppo- 
nents, David has also wrestled 
NWA World Heavyweight Cham- 
pion Harley Race to a draw. He 
also lost a controversial decision 
to the champion in a Dallas re- 
match. Had David been success- 
ful in that match, he would have 
become the youngest man to 
hold the NWA championship. On 
the basis of his showing against 
the NWA champion, one defi- 


Kevin and David Von Erich are very close to their father, Fritz, 
who is extremely proud of their accomplishments in wrestling. 


nitely would have to rate David as 
a future title holder! 

“All my life | always wanted to 
be in that ring,’ David stated, 
while relaxing at the pool at the 
Lake Worth home he shares with 
his mother, father, and brothers 
Kevin, Kerry, Chris and Mike. 
“Dad worked with me quite a bit 
and | really owe my success to his 
teachings. Besides Dad, | have to 


give credit to Jimmy Snuka, 
Tommy Siegler and _ the 
thousands of wrestlers that have 
passed through Texas through- 
out the years. | learned a little 
something from each one of 
them and this is what has helped 
me make the transition to the 
professional ranks.” 

Since turning professional, 
David’s most persistent an- 


tagonist has been the talkative 
manager, Gary Hart. In one of 
David's first outings, Hart offered 
David $1,000 if he could last five 
minutes with Big John Studd. 
Needless to say, David lasted the 
five minutes and then some, and 
thus became $1,000 richer. 

Hart was furious at this, and a 
few weeks later the manager of- 
fered David $5,000, if he could 


David accepts a challenge as 
brother Kevin and Boyd 
Plerce listen. 


Below: David leaps high over the 
shoulder of Big, Bad John. 


Left: Kevin and David Von Erich form a 
dynamite tag team. 


last an hour with Studd. David 
was well on his way to lasting the 
hour when Hart interfered. 

Ever since that incident, Gary 
Hart has done everything in his 
power to put an end to David's 
wrestling career. But, to date 
none of Hart's proteges has been 
able to stop the talented David 
Von Erich. 

In the ring, David has the ability 


to call upon a great variety of 
moves to help him come up with 
that all-important victory. Some 
favorite Von Erich maneuvers in- 
clude: the Sunset Flip, the Small 
Package, the Backward Splash, 
and. the Sleeper hold. 

“It took quite a bit of time to 
learn to perfect these holds,” 
David explained. ‘“‘Actually, how- 
ever, | still feel | am in the learn- 


ing stage, but | hope to have all 
these maneuvers completely 
mastered shortly.” 

David paused for a second, 
then continued, “Jimmy Snuka 
taught me the backward flip. 
That's his patented move and I’m 
thrilled that he showed it to me. 
The other great former Japanese 
wrestler, Duke Keomuka, taught 
me the Sleeper. | met Keomuka in 


Above: David and Big, Bad John battle it out. Below: David and Kevin Von Erich 
strike a pose for Popular Wrestling. 


Atlanta and he then invited me to 
spend some time with him in his 
home in Tampa. It was here that 
he taught me the Sleeper. With 
guys like this helping me, | just 
can’t help getting ahead in this 
profession.” 

When David started wrestling 
professionally this past summer, 
the young grappler still had in- 
tentions of returning to North 
Texas State University to con- 
tinue his education, but his great 
showing in the wrestling ring 
changed his plans. 

“Seeing the progress | made in 
a few short months, dad and | de- 
cided that | should continue to 
wrestle full time for the time be- 
ing,’ explained David. “'l really 
enjoyed college life and my foot- 
ball coach, Hayden Frey, and my 
basketball coach, Bill Blakley, 
really worked very closely with 
me while | was in school. But now 
it's wrestling, and only wrestling, 
and | will work at it as hard as | 
can to become a success in the 
sport and make my father proud 
of me.” 

After Kevin Von Erich’s story 
appeared in POPULAR WRESTL- 
ING, the muscular Kevin returned 
to school to continue his educa- 
tion. This past summer, Kevin 
once again returned to the 
wrestling ring, but, due to a knee 
injury sustained in football, Kevin 
was not able to wrestle as fre- 
quently as his younger brother. 
However, once the knee was 
healed Kevin picked up right 
where he left off, racking up vic- 
tory after victory over all the top 
men in the sport. In the process, 
Kevin also added the famed Von 
Erich “Iron Claw’’ to his vast rep- 


‘ ertoire of holds. It is a move 


which has made him almost 
impossible to defeat. With Ke- 
vin’s powerful forearms, the old- 
est son has been able to score 
victories over such men as Ox 
Baker, Big John Studd, Rip 
Hawk, Killer Brooks, and many, 
many more. 

By next summer there may be 
yet another Von Erich, Kerry, 
joining the professional ranks. 
Kerry is now 61", 220 pounds, 
and he’s still growing. 

With sons such as David, Kevin 
and Kerry, the name Von Erich is 
a cinch to continue on top in the 
wrestling world for many, many 
years to come. 
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BOB BACKLUND 

Continued from page 33 

| feel | have the necessary qualifi- 
cations to beat him.'! have the 
speed, agility, maneuvers and de- 
termination to win. All | need now 
is the title match and something 
called luck. Good old Lady 
Luck.” 

Bob Backlund took out yet 
another letter. He read it and 
said, “Here is a young girl twelve 
years old. She says she is praying 
for me to win the title from 
Superstar. She says she has 
other favorites but wishes I’m the 


one who wins the belt. All these 
letters are basically the same. 
The words are different, but the 
meaning is the same. With all the 
fans pulling for me, | hope | make 
their hopes come true.” 

Since arriving in the WWWF a 
year ago, Bob Backlund has 
caught the imagination of the 
fans. With his tousled, flaming 
red hair, creamy complexion with 
a scrubbed look, Bob resembles 
the All American Boy—the 
clean-cut type that women want 
to cuddle and young girls adore. 

From the outset in his appear- 


Bob Backlund has things well in hand as he smiles 
while tying up Executioner #2. 


ances in the WWWF, Bob has 
made his presence felt. After a 
series of matches which Bob won 
handily, he soon received much 
stiffer competition. With this, 
came a quick feud with Tor 
Kamata. They had a series of 
matches which Bob won finally in 
a Texas Death showdown. Bob 
had Kamata bleeding badly when 
the end came. 

With that impressive victory, 
Bob soon became a serious con- 
tender for the WWWF belt. Now 
he started to demand much» 
stronger competition. Many 
managers, wary of this young 
sensation, refused to sign their 
Proteges against the redheaded 
star. 

But Bob Backlund would not 
be denied. He continued to de- 
mand much better competition 
and he received it. Soon’ Bob 
found himself matched against 
the likes of George Steele; Stan 
Stasiak; Baron Fritz Von Rasch- 


Left: Backlund gives Vince McMahon 
his views on an upcoming match. 


Above: Backlund uses a Sideheadlock 
on Executioner #1. 


Backlund gives Executioner #2 a free ride with this Bodyslam. 


ke; Baron Mikel Scicluna; The 
Executioners. The matches were 
hard-fought, but Bob always 
came out the winner. 

Suddenly, the big matches 
stopped. The managers were tak- 
ing great precautions when it 
came to matching their stars 
against Bob. Managers like The 
Grand Wizard, Fred Blassie and 
Captain Lou Albano refused to 
sign contracts against Backlund. 

Then outside help was brought 
in. Rough and rowdy Buddy 
Wolfe heard that Bob Backlund 
was winning big and decided he 
would stop the redhead. Wolfe 
was no stranger to Bob, as they 


had tangled before, in the NWA 
area of Florida, just a few months 
earlier. 

At that time, Buddy Wolfe was 
the reigning Florida Champion. 
The match was seen on TV and 
Bob upset the highly rated Wolfe 
by pinning him. The fans were 
ecstatic, and so was Bob, over 
this great victory. 

Says Bob, “This match meant 
plenty for me. | had wrestled this 
Buddy Wolfe in Florida for his 
title and | nearly won. But he pin- 
ned me after a real tough contest. 
| didn't consider him the best 
man even then. He may have 
won, but he was lucky. Now | had 


beaten him and he still held that 
title, although this time on TV 
that title was not on the line.” 
The managers blocked any 
more of their proteges from 
wrestling Bob. So Bob pulled up 
stakes and ventured into AWA 
territory. Bob became a sensa- 
tion in that area. He was wres- 
tling the best of that territory: 
Billy Robinson; Greg Gagne; Jim 


Brunzell; Blackjack Lanza; Cow- 
boy Bobby Duncum; Angelo 
Mosca and others. 

The stock of Bob Backlund has 
risen steadily since he first be- 
came interested in wrestling 
some 15 years ago. His biggest 
ambition since then has been to 
become a big wrestling star, to 
wrestle for the world title and to 
win it. 


Bob Backlund has things well in hand with this 


Armbar on Larry Sharpe. 


Bob Backlund comes from 
Priceton, Minnesota and went to 
South Dakota University. There, 
Bob wrestled on the wrestling 
team and became its top star. 
Soon he competed in amateur 
matches and won a handful of 
amateur titles. 

When Backlund decided to 
enter the professional ranks, he 
came under the guidance of NWA 
Lightheavyweight Champion 
Danny Hodge. Says Bob, “Danny 
Hodge taught me the finer points 
of wrestling and, when you con- 
sider that this man was the 
champion of his class, you, had 
the best. | soon found that 
amateur wrestling was much dif- 
ferent than pro wrestling. But 
under Danny,| learned quickly.” 

Bob went to Texas, where he 
soon upset Terry Funk for the 
Western States Title. From there, 


Bob spent a year in the southern 
states, where his stock rose with 
each match. Soon, promoters 
everywhere were trying to sign 
this new sensation. 

Then Bob went to Florida, 
where once again he made the 
fans stand up and take notice. He 
soon teamed with Steve Keirn 
and they made a great team. They 
won the Florida Tag Team 
Championship. 

When Bob speaks of tag team 
wrestling, he says, ‘‘My favorite 
team partner has been Steve 
Keirn. Like myself, we have been 
wrestling only about four years, 
but we clicked like bacon and 
eggs. We had this magic that just 
flowed. 

“In the WWWF | have teamed 
up with: Tony Garea, Larry 
Zbyzsko, Chief Jay Strongbow, 
Chief Peter Maivia, Ivan Putski, 


Backlund locks fingers with 
opponent Larry Sharpe. 


Bob Backlund waits in his comer before a 
match, while being introduced to the fans. 


and recently with Mil Mascaras. | 
like team wrestling, but | do pre- 
fer singles matches. | don’t par- 
ticularly enjoy relying on another 
wrestler or he relying on me. 
“Right now, I’m interested in 


hy) 


Sharpe feels the pain of another 
great Backlund hold. 


trying to win the WWWF belt from 
Superstar Graham. But if a 
chance came along to win the 
WWWF tag belts, | wouldn’t re- 
fuse a match.” 

Superstar Billy Graham has the 
WWWF title. The fans are hoping 
that Bob can upset the chafh- 
pion. Bob feels he can win the belt. 
But does he have the. knowledge 
to win? Does he have the right 
tools to win? On paper, Bob 
Backlund seems like the man for 
the job. But is he getting into 
something over his head? 

Bob comments, ‘‘I feel now is 
the time to try my luck against 
Graham. | think | can win the title. 
| just hope the fans don't expect 
too much from me. | hope | don't 
let them down. | love the fans. 
They are great. | need their sup- 
port. | just want Graham to know 
I'm coming his way.” 
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MIL MASCARAS’ WARNING 
Continued from page 27 


he let revenge get in the way. He 
was intent on battering Graham 
into defeat. When he had Graham 
hurt, he should have tried to pin 
him or make him submit. He let 
golden opportunities slip away. 

“All the others did the same 
thing. They became so infuriated 
on Graham's tactics all they 
could think of was hurting 
Graham. Dusty Rhodes actually 
pinned Graham but he forgot the 
rules and used his feet for the 
pin. This was a costly error. It fi- 
nally proved fatal for him. 

“The way to beat Superstar 


Graham is not by giving him a 
good beating. Graham can be 
hurt, but he is very durable. He 
can take immense punishment. 
The movies show this. Both 
Sammartino and Rhodes hurt 
Graham good. But Graham was 
still there. 

“Graham must be beaten with 
the unexpected. Beat the man 
with good, solid holds and ma- 
neuvers. Out-think the man. Don’t 
do what he expects you to do. He 
can take punishment. Speed, 
agility will work good on Graham. 
Graham is tough, but he can’t 


Left: Mil Mascaras braces his head as 
he twists out of danger. 


Mascaras employs his famous Flying Bodypress to win yet another match. 


match me hold for hold, maneu- 
ver for maneuver. Out-wrestle 
Graham and he will fall. I'm really 
convinced this will work. This is 
the way | will train for Graham.” 

When it comes to holds, Mil 
Mascaras has written the entire 
textbook. He has invented holds 
never before seen in wrestling. 
He has maneuvers that stagger 
the imagination. He has holds 
that there are no names for. Fora 
decade now, Mil Mascaras has 
been showing wrestling fans his 
wide repertoire of holds and 
maneuvers. Fans leave the 
arenas shaking their heads in 
wonder. 

The cat-like Mil Mascaras 
moves his 225-pound, six-foot- 


Mascaras uses a Legscissors to make Gashouse Gilbert less troublesome. 


tall, muscular body with ease. Mil 
applies holds with little or no ef- 
fort. He can counter holds with 
the same grace. One wrestler ob- 
serving Mil Mascaras said, ‘‘Mil 
applies a hold but never keeps 
that hold on for very long. He 
switches to another hold soon af- 
ter. His opponents soon become 
frustrated. That makes them 
make mistakes. Then Mil beats 
them. He’s fantastic. His reper- 
toire of holds is second to none 
and I've seen the best.” 

Mil answers, “Yes, | never keep 
a hold for very long. One thing | 
have found when wrestling is-[to] 
never let your opponent get the 
chance to figure out an escape. 
Don't let him think on how to 


Mascaras uses an Armbar to weaken his opponent. 


Above: A Mil Mascaras bearhug causes Gashouse Gilbert to wince in pain. 


Right: Mascaras gives Gashouse Doug Gilbert a trip with an Armwhip. 


counter the hold. Switch to 
another hold soon after applying 
a hold. Always keep the balance 
in your favor, 

“Many wrestlers apply a hold 
and keep it for great lengths of 
time. Sooner or later, the Oppo- 
nent will figure out an escape. 
Don’t give them that opportun- 
ity.” 


Mil Mascaras, known as the 
Man of a Thousand Masks and a 
hold to match every one of those 
masks, prefers to wrestle scienti- 
fically. But there are times he will 
resort to punching or kicking, if 
he’s forced in that direction. 

He says, “There are wrestlers 
who think that, because you 
wrestle by the rules, you won't 


get rough. This is their mistake. | 
can get rough and mean just like 
them. | believe a perfect Dropkick 
is better than a punch. A Body- 
slam [is] more punishing than a 
kick, a knee or an elbow. | use 
flying maneuvers that can cause 
more damage than any rough- 
house tactics.” 

In his great mat career, Mil 
Mascaras has wrestled all kinds 
of wrestlers. He has faced scien- 
tific stars like Jack Brisco; Dory 
Funk, Jr.; Verne Gagne; Dewey 
Robertson; among others. He en- 
joys these matches. He has also 
faced the other side of the fence, 
men who break the rules: The 
Sheik; Maniac John Tolos; Fred- 
die Blassie; Ernie Ladd; Black 


Gordman; Ivan Koloff; Stan 
Stasiak; Lars Anderson; Bulldog 
Brower. 

“Sometimes you must put 
aside the rulebook,” comments 
Mascaras. “Teach certain rule- 
breakers what real wrestling is all 
about. Never let a rulebreaker 
think he can buffalo you. Show 
him who is the better man. Rule- 


breakers have no dignity. They 
have no class.’” 

When it comes to class, Mil 
Mascaras stands out among his 
peers. 

Mascaras’ masks and cos- 
tumes are expensive, but they are 
neither gaudy nor off-color. He 
does not show off his masks or 
costumes. Many are part of his 


Mexican heritage. 

Maybe when Mil Mascaras 
wrestles Superstar Graham, he 
will win the WWWF title. Only the 
future will tell. If Mil Mascaras 
does become champion, class 
will rule. If he fails to win the title, 
he surely will show class as a 
loser. He always does. Class is 
Mil Mascaras. 


Mascaras employs his own version of the 
Abdominal Stretch on Larry Sharpe 
to win this bout. 


FLORIDA WRESTLING 
Continued from page 39 


Another feud which will soon 
de settled in Florida centers 
around which alliance, the NWA 
or the WWWF, has the stronger 
champion. Who is the better 
wrestler, Harley Race or 
Superstar Graham? This ques- 
tion should be answered soon in 
the Orange Bowl in Miami, when 
these two super-egos collide ina 
title clash with both titles at 
stake. This explosive match 
should make the blastoffs at 
Cape Kennedy seem like old hat. 
When the smoke clears, we may 
have one champion for both al- 
liances. 

Both champions claim they are 
the best. Graham has stated: ‘I 
have the WWWF belt. | defeated a 


living legend, Bruno Sammar- 
tino, and | don’t have to say much 
more. | have defended my belt 
everywhere: Florida, New York, 
L.A., Japan, China, and Russia 
. .. everywhere in this galaxy. All 
my fans know that | am the 
greatest, the strongest wrestler in 
the world. Why, just look at my 
belt. Look at my biceps, my 23- 
inch arms, my chest. | am the 
greatest. | am the true 
Superstar.” 

Race calmly commented, ‘‘I 
have been in this business for 
over 18 years and have gone 
through many changes. | don’t 
need to be loud or flamboyant. | 
have defended my belt all across 
this great nation of ours and have 
taken on any worthwhile chal- 
lenges.” 

Pointing to his belt, he added, 


Jack Brisco, below, and Ivan Koloff, right, have contributed to the 
increased interest in Florida wrestling. 


“There's 30 pounds of gold here, 
and no one will take it away from 
me again.” Race is one of the 
only men to have held the NWA 
title twice, and it’s going to take 
quite a battle to pry the belt away 
from him this time. 

There's enough bad blood and 
feeling throughout the entire 
state to last a lifetime. The Bris- 
cos are no strangers to feuding. 
Steve Keirn, Terry Funk, Rocky 
Johnson and Don Muraco also 
have made plans of their own for 
mayhem and revenge. The 
shadows of the champions are 
ever present and the constant 
quest for the few available belts 
creates such tension, emotion, 
controversy and competition that 
Florida remains the hotbed of 
wrestling—the mecca of 
feuds and conspiracy. 


Harley Race steps up his attack on Rocky Johnson, 


HARLEY RACE 
Continued from page 25 
Watts, Dick Murdoch, Dusty 
Rhodes, Rocky Johnson, Ox 
Baker, Ric Flair, Jack Brisco, 
Jose Lothario, Mr. Wrestling Il, 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel, Al Mad- 
rill, Jimmy Snuka, Jerry Oates, 
Chavo Guerrero, Jos LeDuc and 
Pedro Morales have all failed. 
Says Race, ‘I have this title and 
I cherish it. | lost it once, because 
perhaps | grew careless. | know 
the mistakes | made. Now | don't 
make those mistakes. I'm not say- 
ing | can’t, or don’t, make any 
mistakes. But I’ve learned to 
bounce back quickly when | do. 
“Before, when | lost the title, 
they called me fluke champion. 
Now they call me a great cham- 
pion. This time, I'm showing what 
areal champion is made of. Hold- 
ing the title is hard work. Being 
champion is hard work. | train 
every day. My computer-like 
mind knows what to do against 
my opponents. | have their styles 
deeply etched in my brain. | admit 
being champion is not easy. But! 


Race is Mr. Confident showing 
off his NWA belt. 


love being champion. That belt 
fits perfectly around my waist. It 
will take a great wrestler to win 
the title from me. So far, | haven't 
seen that wrestler. He’s out there 


somewhere. Meanwhile, | beat 
the best, because I’m the best. 
Harley Race loves it where he is. 
At the top of the mountain.” 


Race suffers a jolt from this punch. 
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Superstar Graham: ‘I’m the greatest wrestler 
there is . . . [To] Show you how great! 

am, once | beat Haystacks Calhoun in just 
27 seconds! ... Can you name anyone 

who ever beat Calhoun that fast?” 


SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
Continued from page 21 


White Wolf and Carlos Rocha. 
Now they are good wrestlers. But 
when they wrestled me, | proved 
to them that being good can’t 
overcome greatness. | never wor- 
tied about them.” 

Next came Bobo Brazil and 
ivan Putski, two powerhouses 
who cause fear in any wrestler. 
Says Graham, “All Brazil has is 
his Coco Butt. Stay away from 
that and he’s like any other wres- 
tler. | beat the man but good. As 
for Ivan Putski, the Polish midget 
with muscles, now here is a man 
with strength. But the man can't 
think, He can’t walk and talk at 
the same time. Sure, he made 
things a little tough for me, but | 
beat him. My Superpower beat 
his Polish Power.” 

Then came Dusty Rhodes, The 
American Dream. Rhodes proved 
to be tougher than expected. 
Superstar says of their matches, 
“The Dream thought, because he 
managed to get a rare technical 
victory over me in Florida months 
before | beat Sammartino, he had 
my number. 

“Sure, he hurt me in our first 
match at the Garden. But he had 
to toss me over the top rope to do 
it. So he received a token victory 
then. But, in our next match, | 
beat the man. | made him bleed. | 
hurt the man. My hand was raised 
in victory when all was over.” 

Then, in the Garden, Superstar 
faced Samoan High Chief Peter 
Maivia. It was another close call 
for Graham, who explains, 
“Maivia has a hard style to wres- 
tle. Also, the man is a savage. 
Never once during the match did 
| feel | was in trouble. Maivia is 
like Putski. He can’t think fast 
enough. All he has is brawn. | let 
the man beat himself. I've beaten 
him other times as well. I'll al- 
ways beat him and all the 
others.” 

Superstar wants to show the 
world that he deserves to be 
called the WWWF_ World 
Heavyweight Champion. 

During his reign, Superstar has 
ventured into the alien areas of 
the NWA. There, he has defended 
his belt against some of their top 
rated wrestlers, men like Jack 
Brisco; Rocky Johnson; Bob 
Backlund; Jos LeDuc; Steve 
Keirn; Jimmy Valiant and 


powers to the 


Dominic DeNucci. 

Superstar beams when he 
thinks of his victory over Jack 
Brisco: “This man once held the 
NWA title. | once wrestled him for 
it and he cheated to win. | swore 
to get even and | did. | beat the 
man bad.” 

As we go to press, there are 
two new challengers awaiting 
Superstar. One is Mil Mascaras, 
the Man of the Thousand Masks. 
Superstar has signed to wrestle 
Mascaras, whom he once wres- 
tled several years ago in Los 
Angeles. Graham explains, ‘I 
admire Mascaras, because he 
keeps himself in excellent condi- 
tion. He always looks good. He 
has excellent moves. Since we 
wrestled that one time, you will 
notice he has evaded me ever 
since. That proves something to 
me. He actually is scared of me. 
I'll remove his mask and show the 
world how ugly he is.”” 

The other challenger is popular 
Bob Backlund. Superstar says, “! 
will beat this young upstart. He 
may become a future champion 


Above: Superstar Graham and Ivan Putski put their 
stacks Calhoun works 
ir Graham in this match. 9 


someday, but he will never beat 
me. How could: anyone who re- 
sembles Howdy Doody expect to 
be champion? 

“I'm the greatest wrestler there 
is. I'm going to make the fans 
forget there ever was a Bruno 
Sammartino. [To] Show you how 
great | am, once | beat Haystacks 
Calhoun in just 27 seconds! | 
made the man leave in disgrace. 
Can you name anyone who ever 
beat Calhoun that fast?” 

The road has been long and 
hard for Superstar Billy Graham. 
He has had a tremendous job try- 
ing to remain the WWWF Cham- 
pion. His matches have been 
tough, and he has faced the best. 
He has sold out arenas by the 
score. Every promoter seeks his 
services. All this from a man 
never expected to keep the title. 
He proved the experts were 
wrong. 

Superstar grins, ‘| wonder 
what the so-called experts must 
be thinking now. I'm having the 
last laugh and enjoying it. I'm 
laughing all the way to the bank.” 
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Classified Opportunity Showcase 


POPULAR PUBLICATIONS, 150 EAST 58h STREET, NEW YORK, 


Y. 10022 (212) 687-1234 


RATES: $3.05 a word (1 Time), $3.00 a word (3 Times), $2.95 a word (6 Times), (10 Word Minimum) 
TERMS: Total remittance must accompany first order. Zip Code a must. No charge 
DEADLINE FOR ADS: The 25th of third month preceeding month of issue 
(Example: June 1978 issue closes March 25th) 

For further information, write or call BETTINA DRUCKER 
Published classified advertising in POPULAR PUBLICATIONS is accepted on the premise that the merchandise and services offered are 
accurately described and are available to customers at the advertised price. Advertising that does not conform to these standards, or that is 
deceptive or misleading is not knowingly accepted. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


INDIAN ARTIFACTS & RELICS 


PERSONALS 


$50,000 Yearly Possible! Become Finan- 
cial Broker/Finder! Free Details! 
‘Quaestor-F100, Box 1410, Costa Mesa. 
CA. 92626, 


BORROW ANY AMOUNT. Enjoy A-1 
credit. Keep money in bank, get 80% 
more. Send stamp. Vernon, Box 75010- 
FF, Oklahoma City, 73107. 


IMPORT-EXPORT opportunity, profit- 
able world-wide mail order business 
from home, without capital or travel ab- 
toad. We ship plan for no risk examina- 
tion. Experience unnecessary, Free re- 
port. Mellinger, Dept. E2984, Woodland 
Hills, Ca. 91367, 


EARN MONFPY raising fishworm: 
Backyard, garage, basement. Free in- 
Structions, startling market facts! 
Oakhayen-48, Cedar Hill, Tex. 75104. 


Millions In Mail! Free Secrets. 
Transworld-4, Box 6226, Toledo, Ohio 
43614, 


GUARANTEED $178.00 WEEKLY. 
Work one hour daily. Free Brochure. 
FAS, Box 13703, San Antonio, TX 
78213, 


$250.00 profit/thousand possible stuf- 
fing, mailing envelopes! Offer—rush 
stamped addressed __ envelope. 
Universal-ARG X16180, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Fla, 33318. 


$95.00 daily possible manufacturing con- 
crete fence posts at home. Practically no 
investment. Send stamp. AMERICAN, 
1G, Box 1259, North Kansas City, Mo. 
64116. 


Make/Save Big Money in Advertising. 
Successfull retired (at 37) New York ad 
man reveals all “how to's” in pamphlet. 
Send $9.00 to ADMON. Box 342, 
Tecumseh, Okla. 74873. 


STAY HOME! EARN BIG MONEY 
addressing envelopes. Genuine offer 
10¢. Lindco, 3636-arg Peterson, 
Chicago, UI, 60659, 


SELL SENSATIONAL LOW-COST 
BURGLAR ALARM. Lightning seller. 
Exceptional margin. Samples for trial, 
Northwest Electric, Ave. 2026, Mitchell, 
S.D. 57301, 


$200 WEEKLY mailing sales letters. 
Send self-addressed, stamped envelope 
for free information to TRI M Marketing, 
P.O. Box 758, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577. 


HOW MUCH does being your own boss 
‘or making $25,000 per year interest you? 
‘The Warner breakthrough in the Engrav- 
ing field could be your future. Write: 
Wamer, Room EC-281-HD, 112 Jarvis, 
Chicago, IL. 60626. 


New Luxury Car Without Cost! Free De- 
tails. CODEX-YY, Box 6073, Toledo, 
Ohio 43614. 


Piano Tuning Learned quickly at home! 
Free information. Empire School, Box 
450327, Miami, Fl. 33145. 


INDIAN RELIC LIST. Arrowheads 
$5.00 doz. Folsom $10.00 each. C. Sec- 
tist, Deerfield, Mo. 64741. 


BE ORDAINED minister: $5.00: World 
Church, Rt. 2, Goodlettsville, Tenn. 
37072. 


$1,000.00 Monthly raising giant 
fishworms. Soilless method. Charlie 
Morgan, Box 1167, Bushnell, Fla. 33513. 


50 FIRMS SEEKING MAILERS, 
HOMEWORKERS, ADDRESSERS. 
FOR LIST, RUSH $1, STAMPED 
SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE 
GEORGE M. SANCHEZ ENTER- 
PRISES, 2 NORTHWOOD, LAREDO. 
‘TX. 78041. 


$100,000 PLUS AS PRIVATE DETEC- 
TIVE. FULL OR PART TIME. FREE 
INFORMATION. DETECTIVE, BOX 


19801-E, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30325. 


SONG WRITERS 


EXCITING OFFER! Send poems, 
songs. Crown Music, 1270-RAX Broad 
way, New York, N.Y. 10001. 


ALL MUSIC SERVICES AVAIL- 
ABLE. MUSIC AMERICA PROD., 
Box 4912, Carson, Ca. 90745 


MUSIC & TAPES 


Poems set to music. Nashville Music 
Productions, Box 40001-R, Nashville. 
Tennessee 37204, 


HOBBIES 


COLLECTING MILITARY MEDALS? 
LIST S0¢ Vernon, Box 387AM, 
Baldwin, N.Y. 11510. 


PERSONALS 


JAPANESE Girls Make Wonderful 
Wives. We have large number of listings. 
Many interested in marriage. Only $1.00 
brings application, photos, names, de- 
scriptions, etc. Japan International, Box 
156-PP, Carnelian Bay, California 95711. 


“ADULT” BOOKS, magazine, aids. 
Fabulous new adult-pleasure catalog. 
$1.00 (handling). State age. Clifton’s, 
G1068-G-11, Saugus, Calif. 91351. 


NATIONWIDE CORRESPONDENCE! 
Free information! Identity, Box 315-A, 
Royal Oak, Michigan 48068, 

LOVE-HUNGRY GALS, GUYS. Club 
Joy invites you. Membership $1.00 Club 
Box 1548-AGCLS3, Pompano 


Lonely? Have nationwide friends. Send 
stamp. Exciting, Box 324, Ontario, Calif, 
91351. 


Poem Contest Awards, Songs Recorded. 
Broadway Music, Box 7438-AR. 
Sarasota, Fl. 33578. 


SHEET MUSIC AND MUSIC BOOKS. 
FREE 64-PAGE CATALOG. PCM- 
DEPT. AH178-BOX 42069, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94142. 


MONEY-MAKING OPPORTUNITIES 


“ADULT” Books, Films, Magazines! 
Color-illustrated catalog $1. R.S. 
Sales-A, 3390 Harmony, Troy, Mich. 


Oriental ladies want to write you. Cherry 
Blossoms, Stehekin, WA 98854, 

BEAUTIFUL Mexican-Oriental girls 
needing American Boy-Friends. FREE 
Details—“actual”” photos. World, Box 


$3,000 monthly, easy homework, out- 
standing opportunity, daily earnings. 
Free report. Modern, Box 222-Y, Up- 
land, CA. 91786, 


RECEIVE UP TO 50 LETTERS PER 
DAY and’ more containing $2.00. Send 
$2.00 for formula to Ballard Enterprises. 
Dept. 101, 3605 N. Broadway, St. Louis, 
Mo. 63147. 


‘STAMPS 


3876-ARG, San Diego, Cal. 92103. 


LATIN AMERICAN GIRLS appreciate 
their men. Let us introduce you to a 
dark-eyed. unspoiled beauty. For com- 
plete application package and photo 
Selection mail $2.00 to: Maria Garcia, 
Box 80801GA, San Diego, CA 92138. 


LOVELY MEXICAN GIRLS want 
friends! Details, photos FREE! Latins. 
Box 1716-ARS, Chula Vista, CA 92012. 


JAPANESE FRIENDS! Girls’ photo- 
graphs, descriptions, details. $1.00. IN- 
TERPACIFIC, Box 304-AA, Birmin- 
ghtam, Michigan 48012. 


Prophylactis—Send $1.00 for Samples. 
Gircle Sales, Box 2934, Marengo, Ill 
60152. 


HOME FINANCING, 5% down. Send 
$2.00 for details. D&D Distributing, Rt. 
2, Pontiac, Il. 61764. 


Swedish women travelling country! All 
cities, towns. Details, photos $1.00. Eva 
Alm, 2520 N. Lincoln, Suite 255, 
Chi 6061: 


HYPNOTISM 


FREE HYPNOTISM. Self-Hypnosis. 
Sleep-learning Catalog. Drawer AG-400, 
Ruidoso, New Mexico 88345, 


SLEEP-LEARNING HYPNOTISM! 
Strange catalog Free! Autosuggestion, 
Box 24, Olympia, Washington 98501. 


REAL ESTATE 


FREE REAL ESTATE CATALOG! 
(Covering 14 States)! Photos! All types 
Property! SAFE-BUY Real Estate 
Agency, Inc., Box 589-GO, Little Rock, 
Ark, 72203, 


10-20-40 ACRES. Recreation, retite- 
ment! In fabulous Northern Idaho. 
Choice Land in beautiful timbered set- 
tings. In the heart of lake and hunting 
country. Road Access to every tract. 
New and very special: 10 to 15 acre 
tracts with domestic water and power. 
Reasonably priced. Terms available. 
Write for Free information and maps: 
National Associated Properties, Dept, 
EC, 1123 Sherman, Coeur d'Alene, 
Idaho 83814. (208-664-8161). 


CONTRACEPTIVES for Men. Assorted 
Samples and Catalogue $1.50. Doreen 
Sales, POB 81, Elgin, Ill. 60120. 


FREE! BIG BARGAIN CATALOG— 
NEW EDITION listing thousands of 
bargains including U.S. & B.N.A.. 
stamps, packets, albums, accessories 
and supplies. Also, fine stamps from our 
approval service which you may return 
without purchases and cancel service at 
any time. Jamestown Stamp, Dept 

E48AR, Jamestown, N.Y. 14701. 


U.S. APPROVALS for adult collectors 
only. Tired of the usual, dull, overpriced 
stamps? We offer a refreshing and re- 
warding change. Rivertawn, Dept. 188A, 
Lowell, Michigan 49331. 


1000 Ladies Photos in worlds largest 
Matrimonial Catalog, $5.00. Interpart- 
ner, Box 12, Toronto, Canada M4A 2M8. 


LYRICS & POEMS 


LYRICS-POEMS Wanted for musical 
setting, recording. Promotion available 
on selected songs. Fabulous $1,000.00 
Offer.Monthly Awards. Talent, 17 (AR) 
Longwood, Quincy, Mass. 02169, 


MEET GALS WHO SWING! Free fol- 
der, Box 96-HT, Cedar Grove, 07009. 


IMPROVE SEXUAL VITALITY! Male 
Formula IV, $6.95. Illustrated catalog, 
$1.00. HH.C., Box 5854A, Sherman 
Oaks, Ca..91413. 


CHURCH OF UNIVERSAL LOVE, 
ORDAINS MINISTERS! Resume and 
$25.00 donation. 8034 Lowd, El Paso, 
Texas 79907. 


FIREARMS 


MACHINE GUNS, Silencers, blowguns 

. more! Order Exotic Weapons Di- 
rectory, $4.50. BoomerangMan, 316 
Park, Monroe, LA, 71201. 


CALLIGRAPHY 


Learn Calligraphy at home. Write: Cal- 
ligraphy, Box 7069AR, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado 80933. 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 


FREE BOOK. Prophet Elijah Coming 
Before Christ. Megiddo Mission, Dept. 
2, 481 Thurston Road, Rochester, New 
York 14619. 


“SURVIVAL/COMBAT/SELF-DE- 
FENSE/WILDERNESS LIVING" 

TRAINING MANUALS/BOOKS .. . 
CATALOG S0¢ ... KEN HALE 
(ARG-50), MCDONALD, OHIO 44437. 


AUTHORS WANTED 


LOOKING FOR a Publisher? Learn 
how you can have your book published, 
promoted, distributed. Send for FREE 
Booklet A", Vantage Press, 516 West 
34th Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10001. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


IDENTIFICATION CARDS, 

Marriage, Divorce Certificate: 
lomas. Samples 30g. Documents, Box 
5684H, El Monte, Calif. 


New Luxury Car Without Cost! 
tails. CODEX-WW, Box 6073, Toledo, 
Ohio 43614. 


CORDLESS VIBRATORS. Prophylac- 
tics: 24 samples $4.50. 8 dozen assort- 
ment $11.95. Catalog free. Valdisco, Box 
382, Orem, Utah 84057. 


EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION 


UNIVERSITY DEGREES BY MAIL! 
Bachelors, Masters, PhD’s . . . Free re- 
vealing details. Counseling, Box 317-A-4 
Tustin, Calif. 92680. 


UNLOCK your future. Become profes- 
sional Locksmith by spare time homes- 
tudy. $13 in an hour possible. All tools, 
equipment included. Facts FREE. Send 
name. Locksmithing Institute (home- 
study), Dept, 1349-048, Little Falls, N.J. 
07424. 


‘New Products, Ideas presented to indus- 
try contacts. IMI, 1200-A, Arrott Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, PA 1522: 


Learn how to offer your invention for 
sale or license. Free booklet outlines 
procedures, royalty rates, requirements. 
Kessler Sales Corporation, C-304, Fre- 
mont, Ohio, 43420. 


OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


$800 monthly possible addressing! 
stuffing envelopes (longhand/typing) 
your home. Experience unnecessary. 
Details, send stamped addressed en- 
velope. American, 2A, Box 12596, North 
Kansas City, Mo. 64116, 


RELIGION 


BECOME an ordained Minister. Free 
Ministerial Credentials legalize your 
right to the title “Reverend.” Write: 
Church of the Gospel Ministry, 486A 
Skyhill Court, Chula Vista, Calif. 92010. 


BUY IT WHOLESALE 


‘400,000 BARGAINS Below Wholesale! 
Many Free! Liquidations . . . Closeouts 
- Job Lots . . . Single Samples. Free 
Details. Worldwide Bargainhunters, Box 
730-GSY,, Holland, Michigan 49423. 


RAND McNALLY ROAD MAPS— 
LOW wholesale prices in quantities of 
500 per title! AmeriMap, 875 N. Michi- 
gan Ave., Suite 3744, Chicago, Ill. 60611. 


PSYCHIC 


Gov't Surplus—buy direct from Gov't. 
Complete info plus application form 
$2.00. Info-Capsule F-1, P.O. Box 151, 


JEEPS — $59.30! — CARS—$33.50!— 
200,000 ITEMS! — GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS—Most COMPREHENSIVE 
DIRECTORY AVAILABLE tells how, 
where to buy—YOUR AREA— 
$2.00—MONEYBACK GUARAN- 
TEE—Government Information Ser- 
vices, Dept. S-4, Box 99249, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 94109 (433 California). 


AUTO SUPPLIES 


SAVEGAS—OIL—REPAIRS!!! Details 
Free. Motaloy, 2532 Superior, Chicago, 


Il. 60612. 


DETECTIVES 


DETECTIVE CAREER. Free Informa- 
tion. Universal Detectives, Box 8180-SS, 
Universal City, Calif. 91608, 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


OVERSEAS JOBS—Now Hiring. All 
Occupations. High Pay. Computerized 
reports $2.00. TRANSWORLD, Intema- 
tional Airport, Box 90802-AG, Los 
Angeles, California 90009. 


AUSTRALIA WANTS YOU!!! 50,000 
Jobs! Transportation! Latest Informa- 
tion, $2.00. AUSTCO, Box 8489-AG, 
Long Beach, CA 90808. 


JOBS OVERSEAS ... (Including 
Alaska), Free Details. Wages, Countries, 
How to Apply. Global Employment, Box 
808-R, National City, Calif, 92050. 


Advises on business, love & personal di- 
rection. ‘Donations appreciated.”* (503) 
342-2210; 484-2441. Jamil, P.O. Box 
10154, Dept. M, Eugene, Oregon 97401. 


ALL NEW 
FOR’78 


OVERSEAS . . . $12,000 to $50,000+. 
All Occupations! Free Information! 
Employment, Box 29217-HD,. In- 
dianapolis, Indiana 46229. 


Proiites Of Sceut it, 
Scout $8Ui, Traveler, 
‘Terva, & Masel 


Haw To Bay A 4x4 


Camping, Flebtag , Hunting 
Mie Keowee Wels A 4S 


AT YOUR 
NEWSSTAND 


ti 


KEN PATERA 
Continued from page 17 


Above: (left) Ken Patera shows how mean 
he can be, smashing his opponent's head 
with his knee. (right) Patera uses his con- 
troversial Swinging Neckbreaker to sub- 
due Dewey Robertson. For using this tac- 
tle against Robertson, Ken had to pay a 
$5,000 fine. 


Right: Patera batters Andre The Giant 
during their match. 


Opposite right: Ken Patera displays his 
powerful muscles as manager Captain 
Lou Albano points proudly. 


tered the pro ranks. Verne Gagne 
said of his protégé, “The man is very 
agile for his size and weight. He's 
strong enough to handle any wrestler 
alive. With enough experience, he 
could someday hold a world title."”” 
64 


Ken Patera started his pro mat ~ 
career in the AWA and proved he 


Billy Graham. Ken says, “Graham 
heard about me and claimed he could 
beat me in feats of strength. We had 
arm wrestling bouts, but Graham al- 
ways turned over the table, because 
he knew | was stronger. Then he 


challenged me to lifting barbells. 
Graham struggled to beat me. When 
it was my turn and | lifted my barbells 
easily, he threw this powder in my 
eyes. 

“I've never forgotten this. Till this 


day | know Graham fears me. He's 
strong, but not stronger than myself. 
The only wrestler that | can honestly 
say is'second to me in strength is 
Bruno Sammartino, Not stronger, but 
nearly as strong as |.” . 

When Ken Patera returned to the 
AWA, he wanted to wrestle for the 
AWA belt of Verne Gagne. It never 
happened, Says Ken, "I didn't just 
ask Gagne. | pleaded for just one op- 
portunity. He put me off saying 
friends can’t wrestle each other. 
Stupidly, | backed down on my chal- 
lenge. That was my big mistake, | feel” 
to this day | could have beaten him.” 

At that time, Ken Patera was visited 
by Captain Lou Albano. Albano 
wanted to sign Ken to a contract. The 
only stipulation was that Ken had to 
wrestle Albano’s way. That meant 
breaking the rules. Ken refused, be- 
cause he still preferred to wrestle 
by the rules, 

Not long afterwards, Ken Patera 
journeyed to the southern areas and 
did very well, but he couldn't get a ti- 
tle chance against then NWA World 
Champion Terry Funk. By this time 
Ken was getting impatient. Once 
again, he was visited by Albano. 
Only, this time, Ken Patera listened 
and signed the contract. 

Nobody knew that Ken had signed 
with Albano. He stayed in the south- 
ern areas, only now he was begin- 
ning to break the rules. He was still 
winning his matches, but with differ- 
ent tactics. Soon he had become the, 
Brass Knuckles Champion in the 
Oklahoma-Louisiana territory. 

Then Albano brought Ken. Patera 
into the WWWF areas. Ken was a 
rulebreaker now. And his physical 
appearance took on a change. His 
hair went from brown to blonde, his 
weight from a hefty 300-plus pounds, 
to 285-290. He sported colorful cos- 
tumes. He changed from a quiet, 
humble wrestler to a loud, boastful 
one. 

Ken Patera soon showed his fans 
he was going to be a top rated wres- 
tler, by beating opponents by the 
score. His rough, vicious tactics an: 
nihilated his opponents. His Swin 
ing Neckbreaker won many matches, 
and it soon claimed two victims. Both _ 
Johnny Rivera and Kevin Sullivan — 
were hospitalized by the dreaded 


number one. 

Patera soon received his | 
awaited opportunity to wrestle for 
world title, this time the WWWF bel 


§ The 
were three memorable bouts hel 
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held by Bruno Sammarti 
oi 


Above: From time to time, Ken Patera 
does use legal holds, like this one—a 
Side Headlock. 


Right: Patera puts pressure on the 
arm of his most hated rival, Chief 
Jay Strongbow. 


Madison Square Garden. Ken came 
close to winning the belt, but he 
failed. There were other title matches 
with Sammartino, but Ken never did 
win the belt. 

Still Ken had one thing to be proud 
of: “Il may not have won the ti- 
tle, but Sammartino never pinned 
my shoulders or made me submit. | 
tost by technicalities. | know also that 
Sammartino will never be the same 
from our matches. | know | beat his 
body and he will never recover the 
way he expects.” 

Soon after the encounters with 
Sammartino, Patera ran afoul of Chief 
Jay Strongbow and Chief Billy White 
Wolf. The torrid feud with Strongbow 
still goes on. It was because of this 
feud that Patera injured White Wolf 
with a Swinging Neckbreaker. White 
Wolf needed surgery and failed to 
regain his form. 

Chief fier Strongbow had to give 
up the WWWF tag title belts because 
of the injury. Months later, White 
Wolf failed in a comeback attempt by 
re-injuring the neck in Hawaii. Ken 
Patera was informed of this on TV. 
He commented, laughing loudly, 
“That is great news. | hope he never 
wrestles again. | guess | didn’t hurt 
him good enough, because he tried a 
comeback. Too bad |'ll never get 
another chance to finish the job.” 

While Ken Patera was wrestling in 
Japan, Albano’s lawyers managed to 
get a compromise from the WWWF. 
Ken would be reinstated if he paid a 
fine of $5,000. 

When Captain Lou Albano first 
heard from his lawyers, he refused to 
pay. He contacted Ken in Japan and 
Patera told him to pay the fine so he 
could return, Albano did so, reluc- 
tantly, saying, “This is blood money. 
Ken Patera will get even, The broken 
bodies will clutter the arenas.” 

Ken Patera did return and he has 
become meaner, more vicious. He 
seems like a man possessed. He still 
wins with his Swinging Neckbreaker 
but makes sure he doesn't go too far. 
That's because, if he is suspended 
again, the suspension will not be 
lifted. 


Patera says, “I'm better than ever. _ 


know what must be done. | still want 
the WWWF belt and Superstar 
Graham has it now. | aim to get that 


belt. | may even chance a suspension — 


by putting Graham in the hospital. If! ~ 


do that and | win the belt, how can 


they suspend the WWWF CHAM- 
PION? It can't be done!” Or could . 
it, Ken Patera? 


CARS ARE MADE TO LAST. 
QUAKER STATE'S MADE TO HELP 


SEE THAT THEY DO. 

The plain and simple fact of | make sure your car gets the 
the matter is this: helping cars _ protection it needs. 
last is Quaker State Motor Oil’s The result? If you use 
only job. And now, Quaker Quaker State regularly, you 
State filters can help, too. can help avoid expensive 

For over 60 years, people engine repairs. 
have trusted Quaker State. Quaker State didn’ get 
And for very good reasons. to be the best-selling motor 

Quaker State DeLuxe, oil in America for nothing. 
Super Blend and HD are Quaker State means quality 
made from Pennsylvania and value. Quart after quart 
Grade Crude Oil. Then after quart. 
formulated and blended by Look for Quaker State 
lubrication specialists, Motor Oil and Filters 
dedicated to producing quality wherever they care about cars. 
automotive oils for your car. Because Quaker State helps 

By the time Quaker State is cars last. 
poured into your car’s And to car owners these 
crankcase, it’s passed strict days, nothing’s more important 


quality control standards. To 


than that. 


QUAKER STATE HELPS CARS LAST. 


QUAKER 
STATE 


QUAKER 
SUPER BLEND STATE 


MOTOR OIL 


OIL FILTER 


TASTE THE GOOD TIMES. 


e=" 6) Super Longs 
Filter Kings 

weer, And now 
~~ Low"Tar” 

i Raleigh Lights. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


B 4 tobacco fl 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. Care 


in every cigarette 
we make and new Double 
Coupons for gifts twice as fast. 


You'll remember Raleigh. The genuine tobacco flavor. Now with Double Coupons! 


For free Gift Catalog. Call toll-free: (1-800) 626-5510. (Ky. residents call collect: (502) 774-7563.) 


al 
Get genuine bx ; 
favor SEN q 
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Lights, 14 mg. “tar”, 1.0 mg. nicotine; Filter Kings, 16 mg. “tar",1.1 mg. nicotine; Longs, 17 mg. “tar”, 1.2 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report Aug. ‘77 


